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MERCREDI DENOUNCES INITIATIVES 


by Brian Savage 

Ovide Mercredi, Grand Chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations, is blunt in his assessment of 
Minister Joe Clark’s initiative on a new 
Constitution for Canada. 

“It’s based on the wrong premise,” says 
Mercredi, “It’s based on the continuation of 
dominance where we are expected to believe we 
have no pre-existing rights, and if we have any 
rights at all, it’s based on gifts from the white 
society. 

“If we to accept his proposals we have to 
denounce our past history and culture, we have 
to deny ourselves, to accept a proposal that tells 
Aboriginal people that any rights they have to 
self-government will be based on gifts from the 
white society. In my view that’s the wrong 
climate. 

“The position we have been advocating for 
many years has been that our rights are 
pre-existing, they don’t derive from another 
society but our own people. What we want 
Canada to do is simply acknowledge that we 
have pre-existing rights to govern.” 

Details, says Mercredi, can be worked out 
between Natives and white governments at the 
negotiating table. 

Another concern of the AFN leader is what he 
calls a “double standard” where the Charter of 
Freedom and Rights is “imposed” on any 
demands of Natives for self-government. The 
provinces, however, can invoke the “not 
withstanding” clause “to protect their collective 
rights; we don’t have the same benefit.” 

These problems are “predefined” in the 
constitutional proposal and set up a number of 
conditions that worry Mercredi. Another point 
in the government proposal will see, according to 
the chief, “many of the federal and provincial 
laws... apply to Indian people. Where is the right 
to self-government? I cannot see it in the 
proposals.” 

In such areas as child welfare and hunting, 
jurisdiction will still He with the federal and 
provincial governments, two areas Natives want 
control of, says Mercredi. 

“If their laws are going to be the basis of our 
rights, then what is the struggle about? Isn’t it 
their laws that are hurting us now, that are 
stopping us from exercising our freedom of 
self-government. By predefining they are 

- -maintaining their 

history of domination 
that has plagued our 
society for the last 125 
years, and it seems a 
rush to embrace the 
proposal would be a 
serious mistake and an 
act of of self-denial as a 

Continued on Page 42 




Gov't Proposal is Superficial 

by Brian Savage some issues*which concern me immensely.” 

Chief Roland Crowe, head of the Federation of Those issues revolve around the “weak and 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations, has called the inadequate” description of nationhood for 
Constitutional Reform agenda of the government N atives, and linking N ative rights with linguistic 
“superficial and ambiguous” although he did feel rights and equal opportunity “is almost 
there were “promising elements” in some parts insulting,” especially when Native languages 
of the proposal, (see Page 31 for excerpts.) are not included for preservation. 

The good parts for Chief Crowe revolved Another concern is giving the provinces powers 

around the recognition of Natives as over culture, manpower training and other 
self-governing authorities which would enhance areas formally controlled by the federal 
Native concerns and input over such matters as government. Crow calls this proposal “extremely 
protecting the environment and cultural dangerous,” expecially after recent moves by the 
preservation. federal government to release their fiduciary 

“On the whole, however,” said Crowe “there is responsibilities to Native bands, 
very Uttle in the package which excites me, and Continued on Page 7 
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Working Together Toward Our Visions 
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by Peter Cole 

The abuse of alcohol and other substances is a 
great problem with our people today and many 
bands are pulling together to overcome their 
dependence on these things and on other kinds 
of abuses associated with disempowerment and 
loss of identity and lack of an integrated, holistic 
vision. Places like Nechi-Poundmaker are places 
of empowerment, places where people who care 
act to give strength and caring. 

If we, the Native people of this country would 
stop our fighting with one another, our nepo¬ 
tism, our looking toward non-Native values for/ 
as answers, we could help one another get out of 
this cycle of abuse and disillusionment and 
violence. And life-long anomie. As long as the 
government can set one band, one settlement, 
one community against another one through its 
policies and programs, the competition for the 
spoils of civilization will continue to divide and 
conquer this country’s first peoples. By pulling 
together and sharing resources — those of the 
body and of the spirit — we can give ourselves 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


the encouragement we all need and the determi¬ 
nation to pull ourselves out of our dependencies 
and our inner-directed violence. The Creator 
made us whole and we do wrong to dismember 
ourselves and reduce ourselves to the common¬ 
est of denominators — a divided people, willing 
to complete the conquest by throwing ourselves 
into the gutter and passing out. Let us not be 
hypocrites. Let us talk — sure — but we have to 
eventually act on our own words. We have to 
work toward our visions. Any gulf between our 
philosophy and the implementation of that 
philosophy is bound to cause stasis and despair. 
Let us help one another. Let us put ourselves 
into the Creator’s hands and heed the Creator’s 
guidance. 
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Dear Editor: 

I am writing to introduce myself and with the 
hope that you may be able to help me in my effort 
to contact Sun Bear, Medicine Chief of the Bear 
Tribe Medicine Society. 

I am a Band Employee working as the Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Counsellor for our community. 
I am of European decent and have been residing 
here for slightly over a year with my wife and 
children. 

Our community is experiencing significant 
problems with alcoholism, bootlegging (along 
with the associated problem of draining family 
income), family violence and suicide. A rela¬ 
tively small percentage of the community is 
interested in traditional spirituality. During the 
past months, drinking, violence and suicide 
have been on the rise. This week “service 
providers” and members of the Band Council 
met to discuss the problems previously men¬ 
tioned. The emphasis during this meeting ap¬ 
peared to be pondering the notion of imposing 
stiffer fines of more severe punishment for 
bootlegging and drunkenness in what is suppos¬ 
edly a “dry community”. Personally I do not 
think that the answer to our problems lies in 


punishment and prohibition. This community 
needs healing. In the past year on a few 
occasions I have has the opportunity to “cross 
paths” with members of the medicine commu¬ 
nity. These people often have demanding sched¬ 
ules and inevitably the question of monies, at 
least to cover expenses comes up. 

After reading your August article about the 
upcoming Medicine Wheel gathering, I felt that 
if I could contact an apparently prominent 
teacher such as Sun Bear, he might be able to 
offer me advice on the possibility of attracting 
medicine people to our community with a re¬ 
stricted or possibly non-existent budget. Could 
you assist me in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John Macdonald 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counsellor 

Dear John: I spoke with Doug Gillespie of the 
Bear Tribe Medicine Society and he suggested 
that you get in touch with the Four Worlds 
Development Project which operates out of Leth¬ 
bridge, Alberta. On Page 20 we have provided a 
brief profile of this very worthwhile project which 
is committed to the elimination of substance 
abuse among the First Nations: The Editor 
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Leaders Slam Constitutional Package 



is Native 


Native reaction to the new 
Constitutional proposals by Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney has been 
fast in coming and it is negative. 

“The constitutional proposals re¬ 
leased today are a betrayal of Abo¬ 
riginal people,” declared Ovide Mer- 
credi, National Chief of the Assem¬ 
bly of First Nations. 

Saul Terry, President of the Union 
of BC Indian Chiefs, declared the 
document “an insult to the Aborigi¬ 
nal peoples of this land.” 

Mercredi gave a long list of omis¬ 
sions his organization has found in 
the proposals: 

“There is no recognition of our in¬ 
herent right to self-government, no 
recognition of our distinctiveness. 

No entrenchment of our inherent 
rights to self-government and land, 
no guarantee of full and equal par¬ 
ticipation at meetings where our 
rights might be affected.” 

Mercredi adds that, “What the 
government wants to do is ‘grant’ us 
rights we have always had accord¬ 
ing to its own narrow definition of 

Terry acknowledges that the proposals will be studied by Native organi¬ 
zations over the next five months to suggest changes and improvements 
but feels the proposal “demeans and denigrates the constitutional posi¬ 
tion that our First Nations have been clearly and firmly stating for over 
ten years now.” Aboriginal people have an “inherent right of 
self-government (which) must be entrenched in the constitution.” Such 
a right, says Terry, “is not negotiable.” 

Mercredi places his faith in an Aboriginal parallel constitutional proc¬ 
ess which will develop their own proposals after listening to as many rep¬ 
resentative groups of Natives as possible. The recommendations “will go 
into a constitutional package and have direct relevance to bettering the 
lives of Aboriginal people in Canada.” 

Mercredi states that the “grant and delay" tactic of the federal 
government will no longer be tolerated. “Our people are no longer 
prepared to suffer in silence.” 

“Our rights have never been extinguished and we are the ones who will 
choose how to exercise them—not white politicians," said the leader ofthe 
'AFN. 

The two main elements that have provoked such anger among Native 
leaders are the disregard of inherent rights and a ten year wait for 
implementation of Native self-government, subject, however, 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms. This same document — 1 ~ 1 
“were historically self-governing” using the past tense. 

Terry describes the document as showing “a profound disrespect for our 
peoples and their true status as sovereign nations in Canada. But once 
again, Canada is choosing to ignore the voice of our people.” 

Terry says that “it should be clearly understood that we are not 
prepared to negotiate the nature of our inherent rights with the provinces 
and the federal government. Neither are we prepared to defer constitutional 
entrenchment or enforcement of our rights for another ten years.” 

In an AFN analysis document of the government proposals, serious 
omissions in the recommendations are noted. 

“There is no mention of Aboriginal land rights, outstanding claims and 
financial responsibilities in the federal package. No reference to treaties 
as models for self-government or as sources of legal obligations on 

While the government places heavy emphasis on a definition of Native 
rights, “What the ‘definition’ process means or how long it will take is not 
addressed,” and the provinces play an “uncertain” role in the process. 

Native self-government subject to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
is “unacceptable.” 

“There must be a balance between the rights of the individual and the 
collective rights and freedoms of First Nations.” 

A ten year process to litigate Native self-government is questioned in 
the AFN paper because of the courts “unpredictability” towards Native 
concerns and “litigation will also be expensive and will cause considerable 
delay.” There is also no firm statement regarding the manner in which 
“agreements reached in (the) ten year period will be entrenched.”^ 

On jurisdiction, the analysis paper states that Natives need “much 
stronger protection for Aboriginal paramountcy and jurisdiction over 

areas required to meet legitimate needs of Aboriginal people.” 

The reaction to the “Canada clause” is blunt: “No mention of Aboriginal 
peoples as a fundamental characteristic of Canada or as distinct societies. 

No protection or mention of Aboriginal languages.” Native concerns are 
compared unfavourably to the strong emphasis given to Quebec to protect 
its language and culture. 

As far as participation in the constitutional process goes, the govern¬ 
ment proposal is “vague and not (with) the guarantee of full and equal or 

lk , c.™-taw 2, 

Native land claims but also environmental efforts with its emphasis 
individual rights over collective rights. 
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An invitation to talk 



IT 

An Alberta Task Force has beei 
set up to hear, one on one, frorr 
aboriginal individuals with 
disabilities - and their families, 
friends and care givers - about 


THE PREMIER'S COUNCIL 


The Task Force wai 
easier for Aboriginal people with 
disabilities to join in community 
activities and share in the rights 
and responsibilities of all 
community members. 

Task Force coordinators would 
like to meet personally and 
informally with interested 
individuals. If you’d be willing 
to meet with a Task Force 


phone the 
Alberta Indian 
Health Care 
Commission at: 


426-1213 
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New Company, Same Quality Buildings 


ZIPPERLOCK Steel Buildings feature overhead 


ZIPPERLOCK Steel Buildings are great tor a variety ot uses, tram skating 
and curling rinks, and riding arenas, to administrative, recreation and/or 
exhibition buildings. 

ZIPPERLOCK Steel Buildings feature regular and high protile walls, for 
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Marchand Committee Calls for Native MP's 


by James Martin 

After reviewing Aboriginal constituency con¬ 
cerns for a year, Native Senator Len Marchand 
has submitted his report to the Royal Commis¬ 
sion on Electoral Reform. The central proposal is 
that 12 seats in Parliament be set aside for 
Native representation based on population. 
There are 295 seats in Parliament. 

The breakdown gives two Native MPs to each 
of the western provinces, and the other prov¬ 
inces either one or two and Native voters could 
vote in either Native or non-Native constituen- 

The new electoral districts would not be 
defined until after the next federal election, and 
would be defined through federal census statis- 

“We are not looking for special rights in the 
electoral system, we are merely seeking equality 
within the electoral system,” declared Marchand 
to the Canadian Press. 

Marchand also noted that this proposal should 
not take away from any initiative of Native 
self-government. 

Reaction among Native leaders has been 
negative or cautious. 

Assembly of First Nations Vice Chief Bill 




Wilson doubted if 12 Native MP's would “satisfy” 


CANADA 

The Prime Minister announced on August 27,1991 the establishment of the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, to be co-chaired by Georges 
Erasmus, former National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations and the Hon¬ 
ourable Rend Dussault, Justice of the Quebec Court of Appeal. 

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples was created to examine a broad 
range of issues concerning Aboriginal peoples in Canada with a goal to 
bringing about their full participation in all aspects of Canadian life. 

The Commission is presently seeking to fill a numberof positions in its organi¬ 
zation and wants a significant portion of its staff to be Aboriginal persons. 
Candidates with specific experience in the areas of Administration, Commu¬ 
nications including Translation, Public Consultations and Research are in¬ 
vited to submit their resumes as soon as possible to: 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
P. O. Box 1993, Station B, Ottawa, Ontario KIP 1B2 


LEE C. BROWNING 


& ASSOCIATES INC. 
Trustee in Bankruptcy 

• Financial Counselling 
• Financial Re-Structuring 
Personal & Business Bankruptcies 

For Further Information 

(403)421-4533 

or (CALL NO CHANGE) 

800 - 661-5205 

■ 2350 Scotia Place Tower 1 
10060 - Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3R8 


making decisions on our own,” said Wilson, who 
described Parliament as an old car. “It’s time to 
get rid of the car from our point of view because 
we never get to drive it. We sit in the rumble 
seat and we never get to 
make the decisions.” 

Ethel Blondin, a Na¬ 
tive MP and a member 
of the Marchand com¬ 
mittee, takes an oppo¬ 
site approach to Wilson, 
feeling that a block of 
Native MPs would be 
able to explain and en¬ 
hance Native positions 
on future government 
decisions and commit- 

“I think it would be a 
force to deal with. This 
could be a very powerful 
tool for us,” Blondin told 
CP. “You need a voice of 
your own” shesaidwhen 
addressing the July 
meeting of the Union of 
Ontario Indians. But 
many chiefs who at¬ 
tended the annual meet¬ 
ing were reluctant to 
become actively in¬ 
volved in “white man’s 
politics”. Chief Patrick 
Madahbee of the Sucker 
Creek Ojibway ques¬ 
tioned the effectiveness 
of Native MP’s who be¬ 
longed to mainstream 
political parties. He is 
quoted as saying “What 
good are they when they 
sit in the House of 
Commons as back¬ 
benchers and they’re 
told what to do by their 
parties?” 

Others, like Ontario 
Vice President of the 
Assembly of First Na¬ 
tions, Gordon Peters 
viewed the proposal in 
the positive light but 
felt that “it’s premature 
at this time to deal with 
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Employment Controversy at AL-PAC 


by Brian Savage 

Controversy over the 
promise of employment 
for Natives from the 
Al-Pac project has lo¬ 
cal MLA Mike Cardi¬ 
nal shaking his head. 

“I haven’t heard of 
anything,” Cardinal 
told Alberta Native 
News in an interview. 

Local logging con¬ 
tractors were recently 
told by Al-Pac that 
logging contracts 
would concentrate on 
local people for staff¬ 
ing but there was no 
promises of Native hir- 

An employment 
counsellor, Joan 
Tornberg, was quoted 
in a CP news story 
as saying, “There was 
a time when Al-Pac 
was going into Native 
communities to assure 
people that if there was 
logging in Native com¬ 
munities, there should 
also be Native hiring. 
This is the first time 
I’ve heard that Al-Pac 
won’t guarantee this.” 

A story in the Lac 
La Biche Post details 
resentment by a 
number of Native 
leaders in the area over 
what they felt were 
“affirmative action” 
promises of Native em¬ 
ployment by Al-Pac 
and Mike Cardinal. 

According to Cardi¬ 
nal as of September 
16, there were 628 em¬ 
ployees on the Al-Pac 
site, of which 213 or 
“34%” were local people 
and of that figure 88 
people were Native, or 
14%. “Our population 
in this area wouldn’t 
be more than 10% 
Native people, so we’re 
doingfairly well I feel,” 
declared Cardinal. ‘T 
had anticipated we 
could have hired more 
local people but again, 
there are time lines 
to complete the project 
and it has to be done 
reasonably and effi¬ 
ciently. In cases where 
you need tradespeople 
and we can’t supply 
them they have to bring 
them from the outside.” 

Union agreements, 
says Cardinal, could 
allow for up to 50 per¬ 
cent of employment “if 
we can provide the 
people that is.” 

Hiring starts with the 
first two people being 
selected from the un¬ 
ion hall in Edmonton, 
the third person has 

person and the fourth 
can be local and 

Cardinal also notes 
that the agreements 
are in place for ap¬ 
prentice programs 



hiring, contracts, 
equipment, training 
programs, and not only 
during construction 
but the operational 
phase of the project 
which is two years 
down the road. We’re 
already starting to lay 

quirements because 
Al-Pac will have com¬ 
pleted their training 
needs sometime late 
this fall.” 

Cardinal says he feels 
“confident” Natives 
and locals will gain 
employment from 
Al-Pac who, the MLA 
says, has done “a fair 
job” in employment 


Cardinal says he was 
never for affirmative 
action programs. 

“I disagree with af¬ 
firmative action hiring 
policies. I feel it de¬ 
grading to Native 
people, we’re competi¬ 
tive this time, 
well-trained and 
well-educated and can 
compete in the job 
market.” Cardinal said 
he would not want to 
see Al-Pac simply come 
out and hire a certain 
quota of Natives. Be¬ 
sides being degrading 
for Natives says Car¬ 
dinal, “it’s not fair to 
the non-Natives who 
are just as poor as the 
Natives.” 


which allows for 50 be brand new appren- carpenter.” 
percent to be already tices, they can walk Cardinal says that he 
indentured and an- in and start appren- meets regularly with 
other 50 percent “can ticing as a welder or Al—Pac “to talk about 
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Lubicon Group Travels to Japan 
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Trip follows meeting with 
Daishowa officials in Vancouver 

by Dale Stelter 

During the period of September 9 th 
to 19 th, Lubicon Chief Bernard Omi- 
nayak and band advisor Fred Len- 
narson travelled in Japan, meeting 
with Japanese indigneous people, poli¬ 
ticians, environmentalists, church 
groups, and human rights activists. 

During the trip, which was spon¬ 
sored by a coalition of Canadian and 
Japanese churches, Ominayak and 
Lennarson were accompanied by Sam 
Bull, a Native lawyer from Whitefish 
Lake, and Sam Bull, Jr. While in 
Japan, the group was accompanied 
by the National Christian Council of Japan, 
which also performed such duties as providing 
transportation and organizing press confer- 

The Lubicon group met with members of the 
Ainu, who are Japan’s Aboriginal people, with a 
variety of church groups, and representatives of 
such organizations as the Japan Tropical Forest 
Action Network, the Consumers Union of Japan, 
Greenpeace Japan, and Friends of the Earth 
Japan. 

The Lubicon group also met with some Japa¬ 
nese lawyers, who are proposing an investiga¬ 
tion into the subject of human rights and envi¬ 
ronmental violations that are occurring as a 
result of natural resource development on the 
Lubicon’s traditional territory. 

Discussions about the possibility of holding 
additional inquiries were held with Japanese 
politicians, and the Japanese Commission on 
Trade and Commerce. 

Last winter, a subsidiary of Daishowa of 
Canada Ltd., which is in turn a subsidiary of the 
Daishowa Paper Manufacturing Company of 
Japan, harvested timber on Lubicon traditional 
land. The Lubicon are also concerned that there 
will be additional logging on their lands in the 

Each day during the Lubicon trip to Japan, a 
request for a meeting was forwarded to Dais¬ 
howa. Although these requests were accompa¬ 
nied by a growing list of people and organiza¬ 
tions that supported such a meeting, Daishowa 
turned down each request. 

Despite these refusals, the Lubicon group felt 
the trip was a success. Band advisor Fred 
Lennarson said “I’m very pleased with the 
results. If the people who are on the other side 



of this issue won’t sit down and negotiate, what 
the Lubicon need is a growing number of people 
who are educated about the issue, and more 
people involved in it. The trip served those 
purposes very well.” 

Earlier in September, Ominayak and Lennar¬ 
son had met with Daishowa representatives at 
Daishowa of Canada’s office in Vancouver. Also 
present at the meeting were representatives of 
the National Committee of the Anglican Church 
of Canada and Project North (Victoria), the 
National Association of Japanese Canadians, 
the Mennonite Central Committee, and Euro¬ 
pean environmental and Aboriginal groups. 

Darryl Klassen of the Mennonite Central 
Committee told the meeting “We have come here 
today, I think, as representatives of cultural, of 
international, of church and of environmental 
groups to call Daishowa to ethical action. The 
lack of government action doesn’t excuse corpo¬ 
rate citizens or private citizens from ethical 
action or from moral imperatives.” 

During the meeting, both Chief Ominayak and 
Lennarson stressed the Lubicon position that 
there would be no further logging on Lubicon 
traditional lands until the Lubicon’s 50-year 
plus land rights dispute is settled. However, the 
Daishowa officials did not provide a guarantee 
that there would be no future logging. 

Lennarson stated that during the meeting, 
Daishowa representatives tried to argue, con¬ 
trary to the Lubicon position, that there had 
been no 1988 agreement whereby Daishowa 
would not log on the band’s traditional lands 
until the band’s land rights dispute was settled, 
and an agreement was reached that addressed 
Lubicon concerns about wildlife and environ¬ 
mental protection. 
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Come Let Us Have Council 

The conversation with the entrepreneur was relevant 
I thought. Her description of the ‘free enterprise’ system 
was ‘pa/ and ‘sa/. Slowly she began to tell me of how we 
are a ‘giving people’. Always giving never receiving. She 
said many people come to my doorstep wanting to ‘know’ 
the ‘Native way of life!’ Laughingly she said, “I tell them 
look inside’, ‘deep inside’ and you will find what you 

With the confidence of an aristocrat she told me. “It is 
time for us to stop giving and start receiving and there is 
nothing wrong-with that because some of us have to pay 
the mortgage, the power, water, taxes and so on.” 

Let us begin to have this confidence and self-esteem 
Del Louis within and say to whomever comes seeking ‘pay and I 

will sa/. 

Wow. I thought to myself ... this straight forward 
thinker has given new insight into the concept of 
self-determination. 

She went on to say, “I went to a rock ‘n’ roll concert some time ago and no cameras or videos were 
allowed in this place. She elaborated, “that our culture should be marketable like any other talent”. 
Like a true entrepreneur she related that if it wasn’t for the Native Village at the Calgary Stampede 
drawing tourists from every direction of the world there would be no cultural experience. It would 
never be world famous as it is billed. 

“Think about it”, she said. Does Michael Jackson perform for free? 

Does Glenn Close make movies for no economic benefit? “This is an 
important part of building a strong nation” she said. “Why just hand 
it out so freely”. 

Judging from this conversation I began to think that she’s right. 

Why let Kevin Costner (with no bias) take all the credit when the 
people flocked to see the Native input into the whole movie. It got me 
angry and I thought I won’t take this anymore. I say this with love 
and compassion in my heart. Let us begin to shine! Not merely for 
an Oscar award but for something far more priceless which is 
‘personal satisfaction!’ We owe it to ourselves! We are not slaves or 
puppets to any master. We are alive and free. 

May the Creator grant you a clear sky and an open road! 


Don’t let alcohol or drug abuse 
destroy your life! 
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Crowe is blunt in his assessment of the 
process—“It is a Quebec timetable pure and 
simple,”—and asks how quick the government 
can forget Meech Lake and Oka, “follies” done 
to “pacify” Quebec. “Do they need Meech Lakes 
and Okas every year?” he asks. 

The government timetable therefore must be 
rejected in favour of a timetable set up by the 
Assembly of First Nations and their own 
constitutional parallel process. Crowe admits 


that many Native leaders are now “cynical by 
nature” after dealing with the government and 
believe the reform process and the Royal 
Commission are simply “smoke screens” set up 
“to keep Aboriginal people busy while Quebec is 
dealt with.” 

Crowe does feel optimistic, though, that if 
Treaty Nations and the government can negotiate 
“in an open, face-to-face way” progress can be 
made and issues resolved. 


QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
FUTURE OF CANADA? 

For more information about the federal government’s proposals 
for constitutional reform, call toll-free: 

1.800-561-1188 

| ^| Deaf or hearing impaired call: 1-800-567-1992 (TTY/TDD) 
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Great Whale Project In Jeopardy 

... Judge Rules in Favour of Quebec Cnee 


by Nick Michaels 


The Quebec Cree have won a major victory 
which could ultimately prevent the construction 
of the controversial $12.6 billion Great Whale 
hydroelectric project. Federal Court Justice 
Paul Rouleau has ruled that Ottawa must 
honour its 1975 agreement with the Cree which 
guarantees them complete environmental and 
social studies to decide whether or not the 
project is feasible. 

In accordance with the 1975 James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA), the 
Cree are demanding a comprehensive environ¬ 
mental review which could take three to five 
years to implement. They are also requiring that 
hearings be held to examine the social, economic 
and ecological justifications for the project. The 
Cree are suggesting that at least $12 million be 
spent on the reviews and that the federal 
reviews be independent of any reviews con¬ 
ducted by Quebec. Additionally, lawyers repre¬ 
senting the Cree and Inuit must be permitted to 
publicly cross-examine provincial and 
Hydro-Quebec experts. 

Federal Court of Canada Judge Rouleau has 



financial aspects.” “Am I not being reasonable?” 
he added. , ,, , ,, 

The terms of the JBNQA ensured that the 
Quebec Cree could protect their traditional way 
of life. In return, the Cree gave up their claim to 
three-fifths of Quebec’s territory. The agree¬ 
ment recognized Aboriginal rights to trapping, 
fishing and hunting grounds. It specifically 
provides the Natives with intervention rights 
should there be any significant impact on the 
people or wildlife in the James Bay area. 

The judge ruled that the $12.6 billion Great 
Whale project, which would divert five rivers 
and flood 4,400 square kilometres of land, would 
affect the Aboriginal people. He said that the 
project would impact on “both the social and eco¬ 
nomic future of the Native people and will cer¬ 
tainly interfere with wildlife and its habitat, re¬ 
sulting in drastic changes tq the traditional way 
of life.” , „ , 

In 1990, the federal government and Quebec 
agreed that the hydro project fell within Quebec 
jurisdiction and they attempted to authorize a 
“watered down” environmental review. Judge 
Rouleau, however, has ruled that the Quebec 
Cree have a legal right to an “independent, 
parallel federal review... and it must be hon- 


demand^They are welfAeco^tions of the Grand Chief of the Cree of Northern Quebec oured.” He s'a.d thlTottaTa and Quebec^ 

all the economic, social, cultural and f r0 m their obligation to the Cree. 
_ t \ea/l /0 The Cree are hopeful that a complete assess- 


construction began on the first phase of the implement what w 
James Bay Development. Mathew Coon-Come, 
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will show that the mega hydro project is 
not necessary. Cree official Brian Craik told the 
media that “There are some economic facts 
surrounding Great Whale which Hydro—Quebec 
is holding very close to its chest and we think 
once those come out the project will have even 
less allure than it does now.” 
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HYDRO-QUEBEC 
REFUSES TO 
TESTIFY AT 
HEARINGS 

Hydro-Quebec, whichis proposingto build 
the massive Great Whale hydro-electric 
project in northern Quebec, refused to 
testify at a legislative hearing into the 
project, held in New York. As a result it was 
left to the New York Power Authority 

(NYPA)todefendHydro-Quebec, with which 

’ t has already signed a $ 17-billion contract 
o purchase electricity. 

Southam News reports that in a letter to 
the committee conducting the hearings, the 
president of Hydro-Quebec said the utility 
wouldn’t testify because the contract was 
being improperly used by opponents to 
question hydro-electric projects, in particu¬ 
lar Great Whale. 

At the New York hearings, arguments 
against James Bay hydro-electric projects 
have centered on human rights issues— 
involving the Cree and Inuit of Quebec— 
and environmental concerns, as well as the 
financial cost of the NYPA/Hydro-Quebec 

The NYPA came under intense question¬ 
ing at the hearings. The chairman of the 
hearings, Bill Hoyt, a member of the New 
York State legislature, questioned the NYPA 
on its environmental record, as well as that 
of Hydro-Quebec. 

New York Governor Mario Cuomo has 
been under growing pressure to cancel the 
NYPA/Hydro-Quebec contract. Opponents 
say doing so would permanently shelve the 
Great Whale project, although Hydro-Que¬ 
bec says that this would only delay building 
of the dams for three years. 
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Children Returned to Family in Manitoba 

A Native woman from Manitoba has lost a battle against child 
welfare authorities in Alberta, who wanted to place the woman’s two 
children in adoption outside her family. The woman, whose first name 
is Sharon—her full name cannot be used, to protect the identity of her 
children—is a member of the Brokenhead-Ojibway tribe, from near 
Winnipeg. 

Sharon’s son and daughter will live with a non-Native family in 
Alberta. 

During her struggle, Sharon had camped out for one month on 
Memorial Drive in Calgary, and gone on a three-week hunger strike. 

The provincial government was given guardianship of the two 
children, after a series of court hearings ended, over a year ago, with 
a final appeal. Sharon told the media that the children ended up with 
provincial social services when she was fleeing an abusive boyfriend in 
1988. She also acknowledged a former drinking problem, which she 
has now overcome. 

Suspect in Winnipeg Murder Set Free 

Bryan Derek Tait, a 20-year old Native who was being held as a 
suspect in the 1989 stabbing deaths of two Winnipeg women, has been 

Justice Benjamin Hewak of Court of Queen’s Bench acquitted Tait 
because he was in jail the night of June 30, 1989, when the double 
slaying occurred. The Canadian Press reports that a Crown counsel 


defended the way Winnipeg police handled the case, saying that a clerical 
error prevented them from learning that Tait was in jail the night of the 
double slaying. 

Tait had been in custody from October of last year, when he was 
arrested, until September 27th, when he was suddenly granted bail. He 
was set free on September 30th. 

According to the CP, Tait’s acquittal has raised questions about the 
value of confessions in solving crimes, as the court was told that Tait 
confessed to the double slaying at least three times. 

Albertans Rank High in Impaired Driving Charges 

Although the numbers are decreasing, Alberta has—on a per capita 
basis—the second highest rate of impaired driving in Canada. Fig¬ 
ures released by Statistics Canada show that in 1990, Alberta had a 
rate of 689 charges of impaired driving per 100,000 persons. Only 
Saskatchewan was higher, with a rate of 758 per 100,000. Quebec 
and Ontario had the lowest per capita rates. 

The Alberta figure was a 4.4 percent drop from 1989. Only 
Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia showed increases. 

On a national basis, there were 112,925 people charged with impaired 
driving in 1990. This was the lowest figure since 1974, when the federal 
government began gathering such statistics, and marked the seventh 
consecutive annual decrease in impaired driving charges. 


Aboriginal Cultural Program 
for Edmonton Youth 

An exciting new initiative in exploring Native 
culture has become available in Edmonton. The 
Keewatin youth program, under the auspices of 
McMan Youth Services, is designed for youth 
between 15-17 years old. Native and non-Native, 
who consider themselves culturally isolated and 
who are willing to learn and share Native 
cultural experiences. Program need has been 
identified through consultation with different 
Native organizations, elders and government 
personnel. Suicide, substance abuse, low 
self-esteem, and many more conditions have 
developed as a result of the deterioration of 
traditional cultural values. It is expected that 
clients will be youth receiving assistance from 
social services or community agencies, foster 
care, group homes, addiction counselling pro¬ 
grams, and so on. 

The Keewatin youth program is unique to 
Alberta. Participants will take part in cultural 
ceremonies and activities throughout Alberta. 
Program duration is six months, with activities 
offered two evenings per week and one weekend 
per month. The learning format includes circle 
sharing, field trips, camp-outs, arts and crafts, 
song, dance, and skill practice, as well as more 
traditional workshops. Funding for the program 
has been received from the Wild Rose Founda- 

McMan youth services association of Alberta 
is a non-profit society incorporated in 1975. 
McMan operates 20 programs for families and 
youth across Alberta, serving over 1,200 clients 
—approximately 30% of Aboriginal descent. 
McMan is reflectingits desire to serve its Native 
clients more effectively by the recent program 
development of Keewatin. A related program 
(Four Winds Listen) has been developed to train 
counsellors and teachers of Native youth in 
making their services more culturally appropri¬ 
ate. This program will commence in early 1992. 
Funding for the Four Winds Listen Program is 
provided by Alberta Multiculturalism, the Sec¬ 
retary of State and the Native Services Branch 
of the Alberta Solicitor General. 

Karen Fumiss, program supervisor, has also 
developed a Native resource directory which 
summarizes and highlights Native services of¬ 
fered in Edmonton. 

The directory may be obtained for $10.00, with 
proceeds going to support the Keewatin pro¬ 
gram. 

For information, call 453-2377. 
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NEPOOSE CASE UPDATE 


by James Martin 


Questionable R.C.M.P. procedures continue to 
be brought to light in the hearings which will 



decide whether Willie Nepoose is entitled to 
walk free, have a new trial or go back to jail for 
the 1987 murder of Marie Rose Desjarlais. 

Nepoose testified that he did not commit the 
murder and he does not know why he was 
framed. 

In other testimony in the case, R.C.M.P. Con¬ 
stable Don Szymiec said he could not recall 
anything about a controversial cancelled family 
allowance cheque belonging to Delma Bull. Bull 
used the date of the cheque to support her 
testimony that Nepoose had murdered Marie 
Rose Desjarlais on June 23, 1986. However, the 
cheque was cancelled on June 21 at a Wetaski- 
win store. 

Szymiec said he could not recall noticing the 
discrepancy nor how the cheque was cashed. 

Szymiec admitted that it was he who called 

Nepoose a “slime ball” in an RCMP memo, secretary for the R.C.M.P., who had made the 

Szymiec said he made the reference because of changes. _ 

his feelings against the accused while the Constable Szymiec also denied allegations of the two_ 

investigation was going on but feels the remark from Bull that he told her that her children No investigation was carried 
was incorrect. would be taken away if she changed her testi- who the two men were. 

R.C.M.P. Sgt. Don Zazulak has admitted to mon 7 m Statements by Mackinaw about t\ 


examined how the cheque had been cashed. 
Murch also found out that the constable had sent 
memos about the cheque to RCMP headquarters 
in Ottawa. 

“I turned it (the cheque) over and I noticed the 
date of June 21 on it and needless to say I was 
very surprised,” testified Murch. 

Under cross-examination, Crown Prosecutor 
Scott Newark admitted that he wrote memos 
which indicated that a conviction in the case 
was mainly due to the way Nepoose’s lawyer, 
Burke Barker, conducted himself. 

Since the original trial, Barker was involved 
in a car crash which left him with brain damage. 

Newark also stated that he made a full 
disclosure of the evidence he received to the 
defence but conceded that the police may have 
held back information from him. 

Examples of this include testimony from 
Desjarlais’ friend, Ellen Pierce, who told police 
she talked to the deceased on the telephone just 
one day before she died. 

Desjarlais told her that she had been camping 
l 70 men, one of whom was in her apart- 
itsm. ai that moment. 

The R.C.M.P. statement left out any mention 




i find out 


trying to cross out the phrase after Nepoose’: 
lawyer gained the right to review RCMP files on 
the Nepoose case. 

“I felt the comment would be a detriment to the 
force and to Native people. I was the file 


co-ordinator so I crossed it out,” said the the cheque was not handy. 


RCMP Sgt. Merv Murch gave testimony that from Manitoba who were with Desjarlais shortly 
also reflected on the importance of the family before she died and investigated by Manitoba 
welfare cheque. RCMP were never forwarded to Newark. Fur- 

Charged with reinvestigating the evidence in thermore, a damaging bill of sale was obtaining 
the Nepoose case, Murch was told by Szymiec by RCMP Constable Ken Porth in 1986 which 


22-year veteran of the police force who i;_ 

under investigation. 

“I was under stress,” added Zazulak. “I felt I 
was becoming obsessed with this file. I made a 
mistake. I panicked.” 

Zazulak had earlier testified under oath that 


st considerable doubt on Mackinaw’s claim to 


According to Murch, “He, (Szymiec) just left have been in a car with Nepoose the day 
me with the impression they couldn’t obtain it.” Desjarlais died. 

Crown Prosecutor Scott Newark who used the The bill of sale shows Mackinaw did not buy 
cheque to destroy Nepoose’s alibi for June 23, the car till after the woman’s body was discov- 
told Murch that the cheque was not important, ered. 

Murch’s investigations for the cheque showed Newark called such evidence a “red flag” and 


o. Later he and his that Szymiec had kept the cheque separate from admitted that such details may have allowed 
it had been she, a the rest of the evidence in the case and had Nepoose to avoid a trial after an inquiry. 
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Siddon Walks Out 

Tom Siddon, Indian Affairs Minister, angrily 
walked out of a conference with Manitoba 
Native leaders after they asked for the removal 
of Donald Goodwin, a special advisor to the 
Minister. 

“We do not sit in a meeting and have a group of 
chiefs demand that a senior official be removed— 
that’s not how I do business,” said the Minister 
to reporters. 

At issue is compensation for five Native bands 
in northern Manitoba for flood damage caused 
by Manitoba Hydro building dams on the 
Churchill and Nelson rivers. 

The 14-year-old dispute looked like it might 
be resolved when the provincial and federal 
governments increased their offer to $234 milli on 
Of that, $180 million would be paid by the 
province. 

One band, the Split Lake, agreed to the offer 
while the other bands rejected the settlement. 
Native leaders said Goodwin is still working 
with the Split Lake band while talks continue 
with the other bands who want more from the 
governments involved. This has led to charges of 
a conflict of interest and divide and conquer 
tactics on the part of the federal government. 

In a letter to Tom Siddon the Northern Flood 
Committee (NFC) stated that “Mr. Goodwin is 
either indesirous or incapable of implementing 
Canada’s duties under the Northern Flood 
Agreement. Indeed, some of his actions or 
inaction have destroyed our faith in the integrity 
ofhim, and others, as Canada’s representatives.” 

While the Split Lake Band’s choice was 
respected by the other bands, “we in turn must 
have our rights to seek our solution respected.” 

The NFC and the member chiefs recently 
released a statement which details their 
frustration by the “continuing refusal of Canada, 
Manitoba and Manitoba Hydro to honour and 
respect the promises they made when they 
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signed the Northern Flood Agreement (NFA) on 
December 16, 1977. 

The Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench and the 
Aboriginal Justice Inquiry have depicted the 
NFA as a treaty which promised a better 
standard of living for Natives. The bands 
concerned, however, have continued to suffer 
“extreme economic and personal hardship” from 
the hydroelectric development in northern 
Manitoba. On these grounds the NFC maintains 
that the government is abandoning its fiduciary 
responsibility to Natives. 

The NFC charges that the two governments 
and Manitoba Hydro have “conspired to "buy out’ 
the NFA Treaty.” Canada has taken an 
adversarial role rather than fiduciary, says the 
NFC, who now claims an alliance with the 
James Bay Cree and the Cree First Nations 
under the umbrella group Aboriginal Impacts 
Coalition. 

Until Native rights are respected, a moratorium 
on all northern hydroelectric development has 
been called for. There is further condemnation of 
the province and Manitoba Hydro for 
commencing a new development at Conawapa. 
The Native alliance sees this project as a 
violation of the NFA Treaty and environmental 


Dm't Destroy Tour Life 'With Stlcohot and Drugs 



Office of the 

IPrince TACbert District Chiefs 


SAKWATAMO LODGE 

Tel: (306) 864-3632 or (306) 864-3631 

Fax: (306) 864-2204 
Box 3917, Melfoit, Saskatchewan S4P 1A0 


legislation. No consultation has taken place 
with Natives though it is called for by the Treaty. 

Supported by the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
and the Assembly of FirstNations, the NFC “has 
decided to take any and all actions necessary in 
the courts, as well as outside the courts, to block 
further hydro developments... until damages 
caused by existing projects have been fully 
compensated under the NFA. 

The NFA has asked the Canadian government 
for a number of commitments including action to 
“forgive various repayable loans provided by 
Canada to obtain support for its efforts to “buy 
out” the NFA treaty.” 

To date according to the NFC, the only 
commitment Canada has made is to spend $88 
million to “buy out” Treaty rights by giving 
Natives flush toilets. 

“In return for the $88 million, Canada is 
asking the NFC First Nations to “flush their 
Treaty rights down those same toilets... this 
immoral policy,” concludes the NFC statement, 
“must change.” 


ST. PAUL —EDUCATION 

BOX 5000, ST. PAUL. ALBERTA TOA 3A0 
TELEPHONE (403) 645-3323 
Don’t Let Alcohol and Drugs Destroy Your Life 

Supporting Drug and Alcohol Awareness 
Throughout the Year 

from educators, cultural support 
organizations and Boards of Education 
St. Paul Native Education Project 
of 

St. Paul School District No. 2228 
Glen Avon Protestant School District No. 5 
St. Paul Regional High School District No. 1 


St. Paul Early Childhood Services 





Abusing Alcohol and Drugs 

Can be Lethal 
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PEACE RIVER 
HOSPITAL COMPLEX \ 

BAG 400,10915 - 99 STREET 

Villi' 

PEACE RIVER, ALBERTA TBS 1T6 

PHONE: (403) 624-2551 

P. O. BOX 100, 

Broadview, Sask. SOG 0K0 

fot d/tf/s on difie, 
and Our 7radt/onf... 

Tel: (306) 696-2441 

Fax: 696-2611 
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Aboriginal Rights Challenged in Court 


Of FiUrt. is mtl (fcsdHultk.,. 

Dm 't AUst- Dr*fS or A&oUt 

LAWN & GARDEN SPECIALS 

COWPIfTt LINE OF LAWN S GARDBI ACCESSORIES 

Line farm equipment ltd. 

H|i«j 4723 -39 Avenue 



<^A/[inE.ia£sSjiiincjiL c^fospiiaL 

P.O. Box 1050, Banff, Alberta TOL 0C0 
Tel: (403) 762-2222 Fax: (403) 762-4193 

For Your Future Beware 

Supporting Drug and Alcohol Awareness 
throughout the year 

From the Administration & Staff of 
Mineral Springs Hospital 


PROSPECT OR PIPE 

Culvert Sales 

Ov Special Thuts Co 



624-2211 

FAX: 624-2103 


bartle S Qibion co. ltd 


by James Martin 

Percy Potts, Vice-President of the Indian 
Association of Alberta, along with other Natives 
are being tried for poaching after charges were 
laid by the Alberta Fish and Wildlife Branch. 

A decision will be handed down October 16. 

A number of charges against the accused, all 
from the Alexis Band, have already been dropped 
by Judge Peter Ayotte. 

Potts told the court that the meat was obtained 
for a Native spiritual ceremony and denied 
allegations by Kevin Stalker, an investigator for 
Alberta Fish and Wildlife, who maintains that 
Potts offered to sell elk meat to him. 

Potts says he agreed to a price but never went 
through with the meeting since he had “no 
intention of selling meat to him.” Potts also said 
Stalker asked a number of times about buying 
meat from the IAA executive over a 
year-and-a-half time period. 

Stalker testified that he saw seven hunts in 
1988 which resulted in 14 moose and four deer 
being killed, or wounded. 

Potts added that the meat 
among members of the Alexis Band. EEs 
mony was supported by Peter Bird who said 
tribal elders had asked Potts for the necessary 
meat which had to be “moose or elk, preferably 
moose,” said Bird. 


s distributed 


Lawyers for the defence said the Natives had 
the right to hunt through the 1876 signing of 
Treaty 6 with Ottawa, an argument rejected by 
the lawyer for the Alberta government who said 
rights to natural resources were handed to the 
province in 1930—an action that saw no consul- 
tation with Natives. 

Potts said that the issue of conservation was 
also important to Natives and “I don’t think you 
would see Indians shooting moose left and 
right.” 

While provincial law allows Natives to hunt for 
food, it prohibits the sale of wild meat. Alex 
Pringle, one of the defense lawyers said that the 
charges against his clients overexceed the pro¬ 
vincial bounds, that “Treaty Six was designed to 
protect a lifestyle which the provincial govern¬ 
ment has taken away. It is as if our right to 
commerce was taken away.” 

Pringle argued that recent court decisions had 
favoured Native rights, indicating that extin¬ 
guishment of rights and claims are not valid 
without consultation. 

“Prohibition is not regulation,” said Pringle, 
who added that such limitations as quotas would 
be more acceptable to Natives than outright 
banning of wild meat sales. 




Supporting & Encouraging 
The AA Program in our area 
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MAYERTHORPE 
GENERAL & AUXILIARY 
HOSPITAL 

P.O. BOX 30 

MAYERTHORPE, ALBERTA TOE 1N0 

(403) 786-2261 

EDMONTON DIRECT (403) 423-2645 



CENTRAL PEACE 
GENERAL HOSPITAL 

P.O. Box 339 

Spirit River, Alberta 

TOH 3G0 

Telephone: (403) 864-3993 
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Kikino Settlement on Fire 


by D. Shatz 


Fear engulfed the residents of the Kikino 
Metis settlement as a blazing fire threatened 
their homes and their community. The crackling 
flames burned out over 140 square kins of lush 
forest and grassland and came within 100 
metres of the community buildings. The fire 
moved quickly, rolling off the trees, crossing the 
roads and travelling perilously close to homes in 
the 900-member settlement. 

Close to 100 volunteer firefighters including 
teenagers worked night and day to contain the 
fire which resulted from smouldering ground 
fires left over from spring combined with dry 
weather and high winds. 

Floyd Thompson, Kikino Settlement chairman 
told the media that he “felt devastated to see the 


amount of damage the fire has done to our 
community... It was sad to see, the flames just 
rolled from tree to tree.” 

The fire has destroyed the community’s plans 
to open a tourist area next spring located on the 
shores of the Whitefish Lake. Although four log 
cabins were saved, the lands surrounding the 
cabins are now barren and charred. Thompson 
is not optimistic about the future of the project. 
He is quoted as saying “The scenic beauty of this 
place is just gone. Tourists like to see beauty, 
they don’t want to see black, burned-out areas.” 
He feels that a reforestation project of $500,000 
will be necessary. 

The Kikino Metis Settlement is situated 150 
kilometres northeast of Edmonton. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



f I 

r F.Hitnr ■ 


Dear Editor 

I need your help! 

I am a Native Indian bom on December 10th, 
1970 at the University of Alberta Hospital. My 
mother was 19 years of age at the time. I was 
born at 5:30 p.m., 8 lbs. 4 oz. and was adopted 
under the name of Timothy Scott Miedema. My 
original name was John Albert with no last 
name known. My mother was from the North¬ 
west Territories. She was Metis, 5'4", 134 lbs., 
dark brown eyes, black hair and dark complex¬ 
ion. She was known to be employed as a 
dispatcher. Her religion was Roman Catholic. 
She had one daughter who was bom in 1969 and 
remained in the family’s care. At the time her 
father was 56 years and her mother was 55 years 
old. She had 4 brothers and 4 sisters. The broth¬ 
ers’ ages were 31,29,27 and20 years. The sisters 
were 21, 15, 11 and 8 years old. The eldest 
brother was a miner, the second was a trapper, 
the third was a foreman and the fourth was a 
driver. The oldest sister was a telephone opera¬ 
tor and the others were students. If you can help 
me locate my birth mother or if you have any 
relevant information, please call or write to Tim 
Miedema at #906, 9927 - 114 St., Edmonton, 
Alberta, or call 1 (403) 488-6597. 

Thank you, 

Tim Miedema 


Casman Construction 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


7A4 OOQO Fax:791-0991 

/ I -9400 CALL COLLECT 



245 MacDonald Cres. Box 5869 

Fort McMurray, Alberta 


Dear Editor: 

When visiting Edmonton last May, we picked 
up and read with great interest an issue of 
Alberta Native News. As First Nations People 
from the Little Pine Cree Band near North 
Battleford, we are most interested in remaining 
abreast of the “goings on” in First Nations’ 
affairs. We found Alberta Native News impres- 

Please place us on a subscription list and 
forward each upcoming issue of Alberta Native 
News to us at the above address. 

Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Loretta Hall, M.Ed. 

Denis Hall, M.Ed. 

Brentwood Bay, B.C. 


Dear Editor: 

I am one of those people that used to live on the 
road allowance. We were not allowed to live 
anywhere else. No one wanted us. I wonder is 
this going to happen again? It seems everyone is 
concerned about treaty rights or Metis rights but 
what about the non-status Aboriginal? 

I don't think that I have to become a Metis or 
a treaty Native if I choose not to. It is supposed 
to be a free country here in North America and 
I am one that wants freedom. If I did become a 
treaty Native or a Metis, I may be shoved onto a 
reserve somewhere in a muskeg. What would I 
do with muskeg land? I certainly would not be 
able to make a living. There is a kind of discrimi¬ 
nation against non-status Natives. To me re¬ 
serves and colonies are the same as government 
control. I believe that we have to come together 
and work together if we want freedom. We 
should never have been divided as we are now. If 
I have to live on the road allowance again, I am 
afraid that someone might steal my tent if I were 
to go anywhere and then I would have no home. 

Stan Gladstone 
Grande Cache, Alberta 



OPEN: 10 a.m. -6:00 p.m., Monday to Saturday 


phone (403) 920-2854 
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AityMlHoM 

4th Street & 11th Avenue, Nisku, Alberta 
(403) 955-7744 



SERVING ALL OF CANADA 

Fort McPherson Tent & Canvas 

P. O. Box 58, Fort McPherson, N.W.T. X0E 0J0 

Telephone (403) 952-2179 

Fax (403) 952-2718 



PEACE TRUCK 6 TRAILER LTD. 


Kane’s Motorcycle Shop Ltd. 

& used Aberta's oldest established 

iley- authorized Harley-Davidson Dealer 

Z S ( 403 ) 269-8577 « 

Fax Line 266-6493 ' 

1209 - 9th Avenue S.E., Calgary, Alb 

Mailorder & C.OP.'s-an 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

• COMPLETE HEAVY TRUCK & TRAILER 

PARTS AND REPAIR 

• ALL TYPES OF TRAILER FABRICATING 

AND MODIFYING 

• LIGHTS, BRAKES, SUSPENSIONS 
• USED TRUCK PARTS 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

( 403 ) 624-8655 

9003 - 75th Street, Peace River, Alberta 
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Delta House 



BE XVJXSfc Of TtfL PLXRJrf HHXTALCOHOL 

xs &> mugs cxh.cuvs'e 

Delta House 
Inuvik Alcohol and Drug 
Rehabilitation Centre 

: Box 2304, Inuvik, NWT XOE 0T0 

‘ (403) 979-2725 Fax: (403) 979-4597 


ACTION NORTH RECOVERY CENTRE 

28 Day Residential Alcohol Treatment Centre 
For Males and Females 

Couple Counselling Available 

24 Hours A Day • 7 Days A Week 


In support of 

WWWfEUfESS Wl/EIy 
'Mpvtmbir 17th to 23rd, 1991 


Call or write for more information: 

Box 872, High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0 

Tel: (403) 926-3113 • Fax:(403)926-2060 


Our Continued Encouragement In The Fight 
Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse. 

In Support of 

NATIONAL ADDICTIONS AWARENESS WEEK 
November 17 to 23, 1991 

Beaver Lake 
Wah-Pow 

Detox and 
Treatment Centre 


Box 1648, Lac La Biche, , ,____ 

Alberta T0A 2C0 (403) 623-2553 



LA RONGE NATIVE WOMEN’S COUNCIL INC. 
FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE 

A heartfelt thank you to the following, 
who have donated to our Centre. 

Further donations are welcome. 

Call (306) 425-3900 


Wendy Weatherbee 
George Jackson 
Marlene Wolkosky 
Ester Brisbin 
Arlene Kowolski 
Jean Lanhome 
Sandra Lukes 
Walter Shupe 
Pat Burke 
Robertson’s 


Jan Philips 
Pam 
Jon Sak 
EdWard 
Doreen Morris 
Doreen Vancoughnett 
Denis Thompson 
Kalyna Wiebe 
Town of La Ronge 
La Ronge Library 


Serge Theriault 
Collette Mihalicz 
J. Forest 
Connie Pyonin 
Connie Buettner 
Debbie Taggert 
Iris Castle 
Ms. Koshman 
La Ronge Indian Band 
Home Hardware 


Box 888, La Ronge, Saskatchewan S0J 1L0 


Our Continued Encouragement in the 
Fight Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse 

— HEALING THE FAMILY WAY - 


NAYO- SKAN HUMAN RESO URCES 

I EXTENDED HOURS I 


4:00 P.M. - 12:00 midnight 

* 

Drop in anytime during the evening 

# 

• Crisis Line 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight 

# 

• One to one counselling 
# 

• AA Meetings Sunday through Sunday 

# 

• A game of crib 


—Free Coffee - 
Drop in 


NAYO-SK.W HUMAN RESOURCES 



WILSON OKEYMAW, Director 
Box 100, Hobbema, Albert a TOC 1N0 

I Telephone: (403) 585-2219 * Fax: (403) 585-2203 
' Edmonton Direct: (403) 421-9358 


Oilfields General Hospital 


... we care 


DYNAMIC HEALTH CARE 

Oilfields General Hospital Is located on Highway 22 on the south entrance to 
Black Diamond. It is a spacious, bright facility of which the residents of the 
Foothills Country are extremely proud. Opened May 1984, the Oilfields General 
Hospital has 51 beds for active and auxiliary care and houses a maternity ward 
complete with a labour/dellvery room with birthing bed. 

The Oilfields General Hospital staffs 115 people who provide excellent health 
care to the residents of our communities. 

The Oilfields General Hospital Is actively Involved In a construction project to 
provide efficient and effective health care. 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 

• Doctor on call 24 hours a day • An ambulance service Is run out of the 
hospital • Helicopter port for emergency transport of patients 

AMBULANCE . HOSPITAL . 933-2222 


CO-ORDINATOR 

The National Native Access Program to Nursing is 
seeking an individual to assume the duties of 
h Co-ordinator. The program operates on grant 
J ; funding from Medical Services Branch, and the 
» current contract runs until March 31, 1992. 
w The Co-ordinator is responsible for overall 
program operations, including fundraising, staff 
recruitment and supervision, program development 
and evaluation, student management and support, 
public relations and promotion, and ongoing 
liaison with schools of nursing. 

We seek an individual with prior program management experience. 
Familiarity with Native education and health issues is essential. A degree 
in nursing is desirable, but other relevant education and experience will be 
considered. Applicants of Native ancestry are encouraged to apply. 



Please reply by October 15,1991, to: 

The National Native Access Program to Nursing, College of Nursing 
A102 Health Sciences Building 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK S7N 0W0 
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Let Our Voices Be Heard 


by Peter Cole 



The circle is important in the life of Native 
people. The circle means community commit¬ 
ment. It means co-operation, mutual support. 
Trust. It means sharing, equally distributing 
power and resources. A circle can expand infi¬ 
nitely in an outward direction as well as concen¬ 
trically, allowing people to act within the mean¬ 
ing and context of one another. There is a 
natural tendency for strong spiritual, emo¬ 
tional, and physical bonds to be created and 
maintained in a circular structure. When you let 
alcohol become your confidante, your counsellor, 
your lover, your major point of contact with the 
world, you weaken the circle. It will break at that 
point and the affected individual will become 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually trauma- 

When a bottle is passed around the circle, the 
integrity of the individual is destroyed. The 
desire to cope is gone. The desire to face unen¬ 
hanced reality disappears. The circle becomes a 
series of unconnected dots. People stop caring 


about their community, about themselves. They 
become the experience, the disease of alcohol¬ 
ism. Alcohol becomes the only connection. A bidi¬ 
rectional arrow going nowhere. 

Everyone’s heard it—that alcoholism is a 
disease, that it creates mutual dependencies, 
that healing is a process requiring intervention. 
We all know alcoholics, substance abusers. 
Many or most of us are disempowered individur 
als who have disenfranchised themselves, given 
their vote, their freedom to anything that will 
enhance reality. Like booze, cocaine, hashish, 
pharmaceuticals, coffee, tobacco, television, en- 
dorphens. Any kind of stimulant, so long as it 
distracts us from the process, the reality of being 
human in a society which devalues individual 
integrity. 

There are no legends, no old stories, myths 
from my people, the Coast Salish, that talk about 
widespread reliance on artificial ways of coping 
with life. You have the sweat, fasting, dancing, 
exposure to the elements, the immense power of 
consensual reality, people working together. 
Native people knew about fermented fruit, 
about grain rusts and mushrooms and peyote 
and herbs and poisons. They were there, part of 
nature, part of everything. So, why wasn’t there 
the wholesale abuse, the immanent addiction? 

Because Native people had sovereignty. We 
were the mainstream—not marginalized like we 
are today. Because the first peoples of this 
country did not have the concept of the ‘high’ as 
being something separate from themselves, 


something to be exploited, somethingin which to 
hide, somewhere to go to deny that there were 
problems in the world that had to be dealt with. 
There were problems. There were ways of 
running away from them. But the community 
helped the individual and the individual was 
part of the community. There was no conceptual 
distancing of the self from society, no differentia¬ 
tion of problems into those concerning just one 
person and those involving everyone. People 
shared their lives with one another. They re¬ 
joiced and suffered together. 

Today you have huge numbers of Aboriginal 
people who have no sense of purpose, no sense of 
place. Urban and rural derelicts. People isolated 
from one another, from their own inner whole¬ 
ness. People who have forgotten their culture, 
their history, their language. Why? Because 
tradition has been lost, destroyed. Replaced by 
values from a foreign culture. These values have 
been created by institutions such as churches, 
schools, bureaucracies—places of confinement 
and behavioural modification. 

And the institution of language has codified 
conduct and aspiration to ensure that people 
work for the good of those who are in power, 
those in control. Language is the final colonizer, 
the final shaper of destiny. 

We as Native people do not have access to our 
rights as human beings. We have only legislated 
rights which allow us to function within the 
institutions of a bureaucratic society. We need to 
be self-determining. We need our own culture, 
our own language. We need what cannot be 
given to us, because no-one can give us what is 
rightfully ours. 


Saluting Everyone's Efforts in the Fight 
Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse 

Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers & Solicitors 


DR. D.G. KOT & DR. D. TWERDUN 

OPTOMETRISTS 

Phone 352-2450 


Across the street from Kresges 




Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
are Community Concerns... 

Let's worfitogetfier to fight the cycle of addictions 


The Board of Directors, Management & Staff 

KAPOWN CENTRE 


- "Total Pe 
-Continue 
-24-hour 


dependency services directed toward people 16 years of age and older. 
16 week residential program, 
rson” Concept utilized 


in-patient care 
are required to have 
personal grooming iu 


; following items: 



- suitable clothing for indoor and ouldc 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and 1 

- valid Health Care Card 

- completed admission forms 

- current medical reports 

- transportation, financial and personal affairs must be arra: 
to admission 

- advance nonce of arrival via bus so pick-up can be done 


General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 


Phone: (403) 751-3921 
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Awareness Week Expected to be Bigger and Better 


Strong. As members of communities form 
circle as part of their celebrations, they are 
saying that together they can fight the 
abuse that is claiming so many young 
people. 

“In the past schools and friendship 
centres were all really involved in 
NAAW. This year we are seeing 
their continued participation 
and as well they are being 
joined by ever-increasing 
numbers ofR.C.M.P. and other 
police departments, youth 
groups and government offices, 
each celebrating in their own 
way,” says Mayo. 

As well as forming a circle of 
unity, many groups stage tal¬ 
ent shows, sober dances, con¬ 
tests and education nights 
throughout the week, involving a 
large percentage of their commun 
ties’ residents. 

“It is encouraging to see more and 
more people recognizing that living a posi¬ 
tive life style is the key factor in educating 
kids so we can keep them from becoming ' 



by Cathy Dean 

National Addictions Awareness Week is prom¬ 
ising to be the best ever, according to Campaign 
Co-ordinator Louise Mayo. ‘This year’s celebra¬ 
tions will be held from November 17 to the 23. As 
communities send us declarations of their intent 
to be a part of this year’s celebrations, we are 
noticing many first- time participants as well as 
a lot who are making plans to join in for the third 
or fourth year,” says Mayo. 

National Addictions Awareness Week (NAAW) 
is sponsored and co-ordinated by the Nechi 
Institute on Alcohol and Drug Education located 
in Edmonton. Originally the brainchild of Mayo 
and executive director atNechi, Maggie Hodgson, 
the movement began in 1987. Jake Epp, who was 
then federal minister of health, proclaimed the 
third week in November as a time to bring 
special attention to overcoming severe sub¬ 
stance abuse. 

“The model was founded on the premise that 
the key value within the Native community is 
one of relationships between families, communi¬ 
ties, agencies and government,’’continues Mayo. 
Previously, proposals to attack substance abuse 
programs were negative and emphasized the 
pain, the high death rate and so on, she says. 

“National Addictions Awareness Week was 
founded on the belief that if success is wanted, 
success must be celebrated,” says Mayo. 

She cites as a further example the unsung 
heroes in Native communities who had actively 
promoted a life of health and sobriety. “There 
was one community, for example which had 
increased from 25 percent sobriety in 1984 to 65 
percent by 1988,” she says. National Addictions 
Awareness Week became focused on the belief 
that personal contact and role modelling is the 
vehicle to change. 

The yearly campaign theme is Keep The Circle 


volved with substance abuse,” says Mayo. As 
many are coming from alcoholic homes, they 
have a negative self-image which must be shed. 
Participation in NAAW has grown from 25 
communities in the first year, to 879 last year. 
“That’s an increase of 1,000 percent,” states 

Celebrations will vary in different communi¬ 
ties. In Edmonton, among many other activities 
planned, a Walk Sober on November 18 will 
begin at Winston Churchill Square and end at 
the Legislature. 


“Last year over 1,400 people from all walks of 
life and all racial backgrounds participated,” 
says Mayo. The circle formed at the conclusion of 
the walk saw politicians, teachers, students, 
government employees and police join hands in 
the effort to promote the special week and its 

‘To the organizers, seeing that circle con¬ 
vinced us that awareness is growing, and that 
the campaign is a success,” concludes Mayo. 


Muskeg Lake 
Band N°102 

Line. faor- tomorrow,.. 

(.it's worL together to{jight tie, cg&Le, 

H 

Chief Harry Lafond 



Council, Staff and 
Band Members 


BOX 130, LEASK, 
SASKATCHEWAN S0J 1M0 





The Honourable 

Al "Boomer" Adair 

Minister of Transportation, M.L.A. 

208 Legislature Building 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 
Telephone: (403) 427-2080 


Impaired drivers are dangerous. They abuse their privilege to drive, 
they make our roads unsafe for other users and their decision to mix 
alcohol and driving can spell horror and despair for Alberta families. 

The message is simple: 

Don't drink and drive 

other peoples' lives may depend on it. 


National 

Addictions 

Awareness 

Week 


NOVEMBER 17-23, 1991 

Take this opportunity to join a growing circle of friends, families and communities 
across the country who have chosen a lifestyle tree of alcohol, drug, and solvent abuse. 




Everyone is invited to join in the spirit of caring! Don't forget to mail in your Declaration of 
Intent so your group can be acknowledged as a participant of the Join the Circle Campaign. 
For more information contact: 

national addictions awareness week 

C/O Nechi Institute, Box 3884 Station D, Edmonton, Alberta T5L4K1 
TEL: (403) 458-1884 FAX: (403) 458-1883 

The Circle is Growing! 
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Treatment Centre Plans Reunion 


by Monica Schimanke 



Previoiis clients and staff of the St Paul a good opportunity to give, as well as receive, 
Treatment Centre are invited back to the facility some needed support ” 
f °L a n i pe t C1 f Sphering. This is the first year for such a reunion, but the 

t IT? m e T: tre planning for a reunion centre plans to make it an annual event, he said, 
to be held from November 18-22, at the facility. The St. Paul treatment centre has been in 
Everyone who has been associated with the existence for the last fourteen years, and Wea- 
centre in the past whether employee or client, is selfat has been there since the beginning. He has 
urged to attend the week long event. held a number of positions at the centre, includ- 

Clarence \\ easelfat, Executive Director at the ing support services co-ordinator, but last year 
centre said the reunion is being held to give when the executive director’s job became avail- 
special recognition to those who have succeeded able, he was put in that place. Weaselfat has 
in their battle against alcoholism. seen hundreds of people pass through the 

lhe main purpose is to acknowledge these facility’s doors. The centre, with 24 beds, offers 
P wuo C “^ sobriety.” he explained. a four week program for its clients. Throughout 

While final details aren t known yet, the week the year, approximately 300 people go through 
will consist of mghtly AA meetings, with a the program, said Weaselfat. Some of them 
banquet and dance to complete the reunion, succeed at sobriety, others do not 
They also hope to have the Chief and Council “It is hard to tell [the success rate],” said 
members come m and speak to guests, as well as Weaselfat, explaining that while the centre does 
become oriented on the programs the facility not currently follow up on its clientele it is 
offers. To date, attendance is anticipated to be something they are working toward in the 
about 100, but the numbers aren’t quite definite, future. 

said Weaselfat. “We thought it would be nice to Many of those who come for treatment are 
get the previous clients together and see how street people, said Weaselfat, and it can be very 
everyone is doing,” said Weaselfat. “It’ll also be hard for them to succeed at staying sober. ‘These 

|| "If you need a full-time/live-in English speaking foreign nanny or ^ “— 

" housekeeper within the next 5 to 8 months.... 


NECHI . 

SPONSORS <tff 
COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT 
CONTEST 

To encourage the vision of commu¬ 
nity sobriety and to celebrate National 
Addictions Awareness Week, the Nechi 
Institute on Alcohol and Drug Educa¬ 
tion is sponsoring the 5th Annual Com¬ 
munity Involvement Contest. Any 
group, community, band, agency, insti¬ 
tution or school who develops an aware¬ 
ness project or a community mobiliza¬ 
tion initiative to celebrate the success 
of sobriety is eligible to enter. The con¬ 
test entry deadline is January 17,1992. 
Contact Louise at (403) 458-1884 or fax 
(403) 458-1883 for more information. 


people often don’t have the support they need to 
stay sober,” he explained. “The help of friends 
and family is important to succeeding at this.” 

However, Weaselfat said that many more 
people are aware of the dangers of drugs, and 
alcohol abuse, and many more are taking the 
effort at getting, and staying, sober. 

“There are a lot of sober people out there now,” 
he said, “It can be pretty contagious—these 
people want to be sober.” 



Please call Boun or Marcia 
(403) 437-1416 (Out of City Call Collect) 

Of GLOBAL DOMESTICS’ 
SERVICES LTD. 

n provide you with qualified nannies to all Native Indian 
in Alberta. You don't have to be rich to acquire a nanny of your 
own to take good care of your children and household chores. We will 
collect a service fee only when the nanny arrives at your home. Our 
service to you is guaranteed for one year. Please call now for details." 


Our Creator Qave Ids 'lhe greatest gift: Life 
“Don‘t Abuse It With Alcohol and Drugs 
In support of 

PfALIOAfAL ADDICTIOCfS AWAXfE9fLSS WEEKf 
November 17 to 23,1991 

Ermineskin Tribal 
Enterprises 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL 

Administration 
Commercial 
Property Management 
Planning and Research 
Tribal Services 

(403)585-3741 gS nton 420-0008 

Fax: (403) 585-2550 

Box 219, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 



Our Continued Encouragement 
In The Fight Against Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
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Our Future Is With Good Health 
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Chief: Victor Buffalo 

- Councillors - 


Arnup Louis • Florence Buffalo 
Nancy Yellowbird • Lester Nepoose 
Larron Northwest • Keith Johnson 
Jim Omeasoo • Dolphus Buffalo 
Laurence Saddleback • Clifford Potts 
Lena Cutknife »Arrol Crier 

Phone: (403) 585-3793 Fax. (403) 585-2226 

Edmonton direct: (403) 421-4926 
Box 159, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 


Be Aware of the Harm that Drugs and Alcohol Can Cause 


Makwa Saligaiehcan Alcohol Project 


I 


• Counselling Services • Workshops • Home Visits 
Simon Kytwayhat - Co-ordinator 
Box 178, Loon Lake, Saskatchewan SOM 1L0 
Phone^^306),837-2192 .❖ Fax (3.06). 837 ; 4448 , 
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Workshops Promote Inner Healing 


by Carol Balanko-Dickson 

Traditionally the Aboriginal People hunted 
for food to survive. Now, they hunt for an 
improved self esteem and inner healing, as well. 

Bearwoman and Associates, founded by Adele 
Arcand in May 1990, offers 14 workshops for all 
age groups that delve into various subjects such 
as finding deeper understanding in life, taking 
responsibility for your life, and how stress 
affects relationships. Cultural awareness work¬ 
shops deal with Indian histories, teachings and 
prophecies. Healing is stressed throughout. 

“Adele was working in aNative community as 
an executive director of education and she 


believes that in order for Native people to feel 
good about themselves, they have to heal them¬ 
selves,” says Jason Arcand, Administrator 

He adds alcohol and sexual abuse run about 70 
to 80 percent in the Native population. But, “the 
dream is that through Bearwoman and Associ¬ 
ates we will bring together the best technicians, 
trainers, and community developers to assist in 
the empowerment of our people. This team of 
specialists will help the communities to do the 
necessary comprehensive planning, training 
and skills enhancement to develop healthy, 
balanced and economically viable Indian com¬ 
munities. These communities will be able to 



ARE YOU ON THE LIST? 



If you have not already enrolled, write to the address 
below to receive a booklet on enrollment and an enrollment form: 

Tungavik Federation of Nunavut, 130 Slater St, Suite 800, Ottawa, Ontario K1P6E; 
Phone: ( 613 ) 238-1096 Fax: (613)238-4131 Toll-free:- 1 - 800 - 4 A 5-3231 


successfully incorporate the traditional and con¬ 
temporary values and skills to enable them to 
step into the 21st Century as leaders of flourish¬ 
ing communities.” 

This philosophy seems to have taken hold. 

“Already there’s a large number of Natives 
who are regular clients and a number of people 
in communities who keep coming back. They like 
our workshops,” says Jason. “They have the 
opportunity to express themselves and relieve 
their tensions after growing up with alcoholism 
or sexual abuse.” 

Separate men and women’s support groups 
also meet at Bearwoman and Associates to 
discuss any issues they need to share. 

Simply the Best workshops are offered to youth 
between the ages of 13 to 25 to “join in a journey 
of personal and cultural ■ discovery”. The 
two-and-a-half day workshops facilitate self 
esteem and personal strengths. Topics of con¬ 
cern include: addictions; abuse; identity crises 
and goal setting. Elders assist in the teachings of 
cultural traditions. 

For more information about the workshops 
provided by the Edmonton-based Bearwoman 
and Associates, phone (403) 451-5078 or FAX 
(403)451-0745. 



Identifying 
Missing Lnks is 
Key to Heaung 


by Cathy Dean 

A successful treatment program being offered 
at one of Alberta’s Correctional Institutions is 
making a big difference in the lives of those who 
attend. 

“The void created by negative experiences in a 
person’s life has to be identified before any 
healing can take place,” says Myma Roy, Native 
program director at the Fort Saskatchewan 
Correctional Centre. This could be anything 
from being removed from home and placed in 
foster care to those who were required to attend 
Indian residential schools, leaving culture and 
familiar faces far behind. 

“Many people are angry and resentful of things 
that happened to them in the past, and when 
they experiment with substance abuse, that 
anger can erupt in destructive ways,” she ex¬ 
plains. The negative influences of the past 
combined with a lack of positive role models are 
examined during the powerful five-day work¬ 
shop. “The main thing is for them to realize that 
they didn’t get here by themselves. They learned 
these behaviours from outside influences,” she 

Once the workshop participants learn to shed 
their guilty feelings, hope and excitement begins 
to fill the workshop sessions. “For some, it’s the 
first time they have the realization that they can 
turn their lives around,” says Roy. Once this 
important feeling is present, they can open their 
minds to healing. 

Getting in touch with their heritage is part of 
the cure. “In order to be at peace with ourselves, 
we have to understand where we came from and 
who we are,” explains Roy. Many have not been 
close to their culture for many years, and it feels 
good to belong again. 


Continued oq, Page 19 
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Peigan Counselling is a Community Effort 



A unique program is being used by the Peigan 
Prevention Counselling Services. 

The service, located in Brocket, near Lethbr¬ 
idge, Alberta, is special in that the whole com¬ 
munity becomes involved, said Peter Strikes 
With A Gun, director of the facility where the 
services take place. 

“Our program is steered to the community,” he 
said, “our goal is prevention and education.” 

The service is operated out of a large building 
where people can gather for meetings, drop by 
for one-to-one counselling, or meet for social 
events held on the weekends. But the building is 
more than four walls and a roof; it provides the 
people with a place to go when they need 
assistance and guidance. 

“Our ultimate goal is to eliminate alcohol and 
drug abuse,” said Strikes With a Gun. “The 
programs’ principles use a philosophical ap¬ 
proach,” he explained, “We think this approach 
will be successful.” 

Strikes With A Gun feels that the problems of 
alcohol and drug abuse are deeply rooted, and 
those roots must be examined before any heal¬ 
ing can take place. ‘We need a healing process, 
but to find this, we need to overcome the 
obstacles such as insecurity and anger,” he said. 
“Once the root causes are identified, then changes 

We believe we can eliminate the problem,” he 
said, “If we work and relate together, it can be a 
solution to the long term success of our pro- 

The service began in 1975, and it operated for 
about seven years as a crisis oriented service. 
Eventually, preventative type programs were 
introduced, and the counsellors found that pro¬ 
grams that kept people busy helped them to stay 


Missing Links 

Continued from Page 18 

The effects of an individual’s substance abuse 
on those around him or her are also studied. 
Graphic videos portray the consequences of car 
accidents caused by impaired drivers. And fam¬ 
ily members who suffer alongside the abuser are 
also discussed. 

Another day is spent on the physical effects of 
substance abuse on the human body. “Heart and 
liver disease, AIDS, all are part of the total 
picture,” says Roy. Again, family members who 
are achingly watching their loved one literally 
destroy his or her body are recognized. 

But the five days are just the beginning. “It’s 
vital that they continue with counselling. There 
are lots of places to go, both here at the 
institution and after they are released,” says 
Roy. AADAC and AA groups meet regularly and 
are a good form of support. As well, every Indian 
band and Metis settlement has a staff member 
who can help. 

Mostly, though, they have to nurture positive 
thoughts and continue counselling, and build up 
a good support network, says Roy. “And being 
honest with yourself and your Creator are the 
last important steps to heding,” she concludes. 


way from alcohol. 

And the operation is quite successful so far, 
said Strikes With A Gun. Many of the commu¬ 
nity members volunteer at the centre, assisting 
with the programs they offer. Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous meetings, spiritual and youth gatherings, 
and socials are held on weekends, providing the 
community not only with social gatherings, but 
also lending support. 

The younger generation greatly benefits from 
the service, said Strikes With A Gun, and they 
are very active in the programs available to 
them. “The younger ones know there is hope, 
they know there is something for them out 
there.” Their optimism keeps them going, he 
said. “Many of the older people fall back into 
their old habits, but the younger ones are more 
challenged, they know there are better things.” 


by Monica Schimake 

The facility opens at 8 a.m. and stays open 
until midnight. Anywhere from 50-70 people a 
day use the service daily, either by phone or 
dropping in for programs, or by taking advan¬ 
tage of the counselling service. Three counsel¬ 
lors, one youth co-ordinator, and one secretary 
keep the operation going. 

The facility, and the programs it offers has an 
effect on all aspects of the community, including 
social, economic, and cultural, said Strikes With 
A Gun. 

He feels it is important for the community as a 
whole to work together to solve the problems of 
alcohol and drug abuse. “It is our number one 
social problem, we must challenge it as a 
community.” 

‘We are all affected by alcohol abuse, it all ties 
in together, so we have to work together to solve 
the problem.” 





Northwestern Health and Social Service 


Alcohol and Drug Abuse are community concerns. 
Let's work together to fight the cycle of addictions. 


P. O. Bag 400, High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0 
Jel^hppe, (4Q?),?26-37?1, ,. W 010-8^4-4570 
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Alberta Organization Gaining Worldwide Reputation 


by Ryan Edwards 

When the young people stop singing the old songs and there are no more 
dreams or visions of greatness, there is no more strength. 

So as your vision is, so shall your strength be. 

So as your faith is, so shall your success be. 

—Phil Lane, Jr., Co-ordinator of the 
Four Worlds Development Project 

In late 1982, a group of 40 Elders, spiritual leaders, and professionals 
of various Native communities in North America gathered for a 
conference in Lethbridge. Their objective was to discuss the problem of 
alcohol and drug abuse in Native communities, and it was from this 
conference that The Four Worlds Development Project (FWDP) came into 
being. The name of the organization was drawn from the medicine wheel, 
and the four points upon it. 

Since that time, The FWDP, which is based at the University of 
Lethbridge, has steadily grown, and become heavily involved in many 
aspects of promoting human and community development for Natives. 
The ultimate goal of the organization is the eliminating of alcohol and 
drug abuse from Native communities by the year 2000. 

The FWDP has gained international recognition for its focus, which 
emphasizes a wholistic approach to the healing and development of both 
the individual and the community, and draws strongly upon Native 
culture and spirituality. 

The FWDP now offers, for all ages of people, an extensive array of 
programs, workshops and seminars, and resource material. The resource 
materials include curriculum material for schools, support material for 
educational and community programs, adult training materials, and 

The FWDP’s programs and materials are being used in communities 
and schools across North America. As well, indigenous peoples in Central 
and South America, Africa, Asia, Australia, and New Zealand have 
consulted The FWDP. 

In July, The FWDP hosted its seventh annual summer institute, 
entitled Healing Ourselves and Mother Earth. This year, the institute 
was expanded from four to seven days, and marked the first time that an 
institute for children from five to 13 years old was organized. 

The co-ordinator of The FWDP, Phil Lane, Jr., is a member of the 
Yankton Sioux and Chickasaw Tribes, and is an internationally recog¬ 



nized leader in human and community development. He is an award¬ 
winning author and film producer, and is in high demand as a speaker and 
as a participant in conferences around the world. 

For further information on the FWDP, you may phone (403) 328-4343. 
The fax number is (403) 329-3081, and the mailing address is: The Four 
Worlds Development Project, The University of Lethbridge, 4401 Univer¬ 
sity Drive, Lethbridge, Alberta, T1K 3M4. 


RGH 


REGINA GENERAL HOSPITAL 


1440 - 14th Avenue 

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 0W5 
Telephone: (306) 359-4444 

dP incflZH dfEsfz 
<LsA/{unLoLfia£ cdiosfiital 

Native Counselling 

Department 

"Saluting The Progress 

"Working Wholistically 
with Native People" 

In The Fight Against 

Drug dl Alcohol Abuse" 


The Administration & Staff 


of 


ELK POINT 

Canmore General and Auxiliary 
Hospital and Nursing Home 

MUNICIPAL 

District No. 80 

Box 130, Canmore, Alberta T0L 0M0 
Telephone: (403) 678-5536 

HOSPITAL 

Don’t Let 

Support and Encourage 

Drugs and Alcohol 

The Wednesday Night 

Destroy Your Life! 

Meetings of AA 

At The Hospital 


Our future Is 'With Qootf Hfealth 
Hon’t Abuse Drugs and Alcohol 

The Council, Staff, Elders and Members 'Would 
Like lb TfianlUIhe Heaver Late 'Wah-Pow 
Detox andTreatment Centre, Lac La Hicte, 
Alberta, for Ihe Excellent Programming Ho 
Hfut Motive People for The Past Decade 
from 

KIKINO 

METIS SETTLEMENT 
(403) 623-7868 
Fax (403) 623-7080 

General Delivery 
Kikino, Alberta 
T0A 2B0 





CARDSTON MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 

144 - 2nd Street West, P, O. Box 1440 
Cardston, Alberta T0K 0K0 
Tel: (403)653-4411 



STOP 

(Drug andAlcoholAbuse! 
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ADDRESSING THE DEMAND FOR 

All too often, the approach of North American 


governments to the issue of drug abuse is to 
focus upon the supply component of the equation 
—to go after the drug suppliers and dealers, and 
propose stiff sentences for them. This emphasis 
on supply, however, ignores the crux of the drug 
abuse issue, which is why there is such a demand 
i for the drugs in the first place. 

Consequently, large amounts of money and 
resources continue to be funnelled into policing 
and enforcement, often at the expense of pro- 
, grams that focus on public education, and drug 
abuse counselling and treatment. (This is not to 
say that policing and enforcement are not 
needed. It is to say, instead, that there must be 
a shifting of emphasis and priorities.) 

As well, governments continue to neglect the 
fact that one sector of problematic drug abuse 
| lies amongst those people who are socially, 
economically, and politically disadvantaged and 
disempowered. 

For example, while black ghettoes in the 
| United States are pointed to as centers of 
widespread drug abuse, what about the fact that 
one-half of all black children in the U.S. live in 
poverty? When many of these children are 
condemned—because of the color of their skin— 
to lives of chronic unemployment, hopelessness, 
and despair, is it any wonder that drugs would 
become one way of coping with life, of screening 
) out the nightmare of reality? 

! In both Canada and the United States, the 
same case can be made about drug—and alcohol 
—abuse amongst Natives. After centuries of 
being systematically stripped of their culture. 



heritage, identity, and pride, of being subjected 
to prejudice and racism, it is understandable 
why Native people would use drugs and alcohol 
as a barrier against the pain and torment. 

There are also white underclasses in North 


DRUGS 


by Dale Stelter 


America, and the causes of their despair and 
anguish are obviously not based upon race or 
skin color. However, many of those people also 
suffer from a situation in which the sectors that 
control society’s wealth and power are ex¬ 
tremely unwilling to share that wealth and 

The fact also remains that regardless of race or 
skin color, our society is demonstrably creating 
more and more poor people. Just as one example, 
in Canada over the past decade or so, the 
number of children living in poverty has in¬ 
creased to where one out of every six children is 
now poor. Children who, with a bleak future 
ahead of them, are prime targets for drug abuse. 

In the U.S., out of an estimated two million- 
plus—and growing—homeless people, 15 per¬ 
cent are children under the age of five. Again, 
children facing a future devoid of hope. 

Indeed, amongst the industrialized nations, 
the United States has the highest rate of child 
poverty, and Canada the second highest. 

So what’s needed? First and foremost, the 
barriers faced by those who are kept on the 
bottom rungs of society have to be removed. 
These people have to be given the opportunities 
to share in the wealth of two of the richest 
nations on earth, and the opportunities to lift 
themselves out of the nightmarish substitute for 
reality that fosters the need to view the world 
from behind a drug-hazed shroud. 

And, in order for that to even begin to happen, 
there will have to be deep changes in the 
attitudes of the people who are already monopo¬ 
lizing those opportunities. 


3tecMA 


Box 358, Valleyview, Alberta TOH 3N0 
Telephone: (403) 524-3356 


High Trairie 


The Administration & Staff 
Support & Encourage Our Local 
AADAC, MITTA & AA Program 





EKWESKEET 
REHABILITATION 
CENTRE 


(306)344-2094 


Be in control of your life! 
Say No 

to Drugs and Alcohol 






iw 
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PICTURE BUTTE 
MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 

Box 430, Picture Butte, Alberta TOK 1V0 

Say No 

To Drugs & Alcohol 

From the Administration 
& Staff 

of Picture Butte Municipal Hospital 



Steve Zarusky 

M.L.A. 

Redwater-Andrew 


513 Legislature Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K2B6 

Telephone: (403) 427-1805 


Our future 

Is “With QoocC Ofealth... 
Don't Abuse 
Drugs & Alcohol 



Bonny ville Health Centre 


Bag 1008, Bonnyville, Alberta T9N 2JT 


Saluting 

Everyone’s Efforts 
in the Fight Against 
Drugs and Alcohol 
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NORTHERN RIVER STUDY AGREEMENT SIGNED 


Water quality conference held in Fort Chipewyan 

by Dale Stelter 


FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 


Kawitamakowinawaw misawac tansi kehcina mina 
nanatohk kesi wicihkawinawaw mina 
katipamakwawinawaw ispi tepemoyeko. 

Kispin kisawemawawak awasisak mina namoya 
kitayimetenawaw opikinawasowin, pe pikiskwek: 
Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 


Complete training, support and reimbursement 

*If you like young people and enjoy being a parent, 
call (Sask.) Foster Care Services 1-800-667-7002 



KITIGAN ZIBI 
HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

P. 0. BOX 160, 

8 KIKINAMAGE MIKAN 
MANIWAKI, QUEBEC J9E3B4 



fort smith 
health centre 

box 1080 , fort smith, 
n.w.t. X 0 E 0 P 0 
telephone: 

(403) 872-2713 



Box 6539, Peace River 
624-1021 

Grande Prairie 532-0010 


TflPSTORACE 

Storage For 
R.V.'s, Campers, 
Motorhomes, Boats, 
Autos and Trucks 
Reasonable Rates 


Fenced Property 
(403) 465-1025 

6257 - 34 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Continually 
having 
shaky hands 
the morning 
after drinking 

means you would 
be wise to get help 


The Alberta and Canadian governments have signed an agreement to 
launch a $12.3 million, 3-1/2 year northern river study. The study, which 
will determine the level of pollution in the Athabasca Peace, and Slave 
Rivers, was first announced in July 1990, but was delayed until federal 
funds were released. 

The study was promised in response to one of the recommendations 
made by a public review panel that investigated the environmental and 
social impacts of the pulp mill currently being built by Alberta-Pacific 
Forest Industries Ltd. (Al-pac). The giant mill, which will be situated 
near the town of Athabasca in northern Alberta, and will discharge its 
effluent into the Athabasca River, has been strongly opposed by many 
Native and environmental groups. 

The public review panel had also recommended that construction ol Al- 
pac’s mill be delayed until after the river study is completed. However, the 
Alberta government granted approval to the mill last December, and 
recently signed a Forest Management Agreement, covering approxi¬ 
mately 61,000 square kilometres, with Al-pac. Construction of the mill is 
expected to be completed by late 1993. 




• Keep the circle strong * 


supporting 

drug and alcohol awareness 
throughout the Northwest Territories 


CONTACT: 

MITHO MENOO 
OUTPATIENT CENTRE 
La Ronge.Sask. 
(306)425-2882 , 




Alberta-Pacific Forest 
Industries Inc. 


LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD... 

• What are your ideas about how our company and the public 
can work together on the planning of forestry operations? 

• What kinds ot meetings work best? 

• How would you choose people to represent your views? 

• Is there an issue ot particular concern to you? 

• Whal kinds ol communications would be most helptul? 


Alberta Pacific Forest Industries wifi present a plan tor public 
participation in forestry planning to the Minister of Forestry Lands and 
VJildfite in December. Wd would like you to help us "plan the plan” for 
protection ot the environment as we begin operations next year. 

We need ideas and suggestions about bow our ongoing public 
participation program can best assist with the development of annual 
harvest plans as well as long term forestry operations. 


Please let us know it you want to be part of the public planning process 
- and how, together, we can build a cooperative program. We welcome 
your letters, or call us toll-free with suggestions. 


Several other pulp mills in Alberta and British Columbia currently dis¬ 
charge effluent into the Athabasca and Peace Rivers. Water from these 
rivers eventually flows into the Slave River, which then flows into the 
Northwest Territories. 

The river study will be overseen by a 21-member study board, which 
influHcs the chiefs of the Cree Band of Fort Chipewyan , the Little Red 
River Cree Tribe, and the Tall Cree Band. The study board also includes 
the mayors of Peace River, Fort McMurray, and Fort Smith, plus public 
health officials and representatives of the Alberta, Northwest Territories, 
and federal governments. _ 

The study director is Douglas Ferrier, the retired vice-president ol 
Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. The study will investigate water 
movement within the rivers, water quality, fish and fish habitat, and 
water and fish usage. 


Native Participation Assured 


Three Treaty 8 Indians have been named to the 
Peace-Athabasca-Slave River Basin Study Board. In addition, a 
public member has been nominated by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. There will also be Aboriginal participation in 
the technical advisory committees. 

The Board members are: Chief Archie Waquan, Cree Band, Fort 
Chipewyan; Chief Alec (Johnsen) Sewepegaham, Little Red River 
Cree Nation, John D’Or Prairie; Chief Bernard Meneen, Tall Cree 
Band, Fort Vermilion; and Dennis Bevington, Mayor, Fort Smith, 
NWT. 

The three and one-half year $12.3 million technical study is funded 
under the Canada Water Act, Alberta’s Water Resources Act and the 
Northern Inland Waters Act. It will focus on water quality, fish and 
fish habitat and water use. 

The study will focus on the potential effects on NWT and northern 
Alberta water from industrial development upstream in Alberta. 

The board responsible for the overall direction of the study will 
review and approve all work programs. It is made up representatives 
from federal, provincial and territorial governments; Native groups; 
local municipalities; environmental, health and academic fields; 
industry and the public. 

The ongoing environmental water quality monitoring program on 
the Slave River in the Northwest Territories will complement the 
study. This monitoring program is being expanded this year under the 
Arctic Environmental Strategy, an initiative of Canada’s Green Plan. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DIGEST 


002 Emission Goals Won’t Be Achieved 

The National Energy Board (NEB) has stated that Canada’s 
emissions of carbon dioxide, the major greenhouse gas, will increase. 
1 his means that the goal of the federal government’s Green Plan, of 
capping emissions of C02 and other greenhouse gasses at 1990 levels 
by the year 2000, will not be met. 

JheNEB report, which dealt with projections to the year 2010, said 
that C02 emissions are projected to increase by an average of 1.1 per 
cent per year. The report made allowance for environmental policies 
in place as of the end of 1990, and for continuing improvements in en- 
ergy efficiency. 

The report indicated that Canada is the world’s ninth largest 
shared ° f C ° 2 emissions ’ contribut ing two per cent of the global 

Fuel Efficiency of Cars Not Improving Noticeably 

According to statistics released by the Environmental Protection 
Agency in the United States, fuel efficiency in 1992 cars is down 
slightly from last year’s models. This is the sixth consecutive year 
that gas mileage in cars has remained about the same. 

The EPA’s statistics cover about 1,000 cars and indicate that the 
1992 models, both domestic and imported, show an overall gas 
mileage of 8.5 litres per 100 kilometres (or 27.5 miles per gallon). This 
is slightly poorer 
than the figure for 
the 1991 models of 
8.46 1/100 km (or 
27.8 mi/gal.). 

Ban on Germ 
Warfare Bol¬ 
stered 

Late last month, 
delegates from 118 
nations adopted a 

strengthening an 
international 
treaty that bans 
. germ warfare. The 
declaration, which 
was adopted by con¬ 
sensus, was ap¬ 
proved at the third 
review conference 
on the Biological 
Weapons Confer- 

According to the 
Canadian Press, 
the declaration in¬ 
cludes pledges for 
wider exchanges of 
information, and 
stricter export con¬ 
trols on materials 
that could be used 
in germ warfare 
programs. 

The Cost of Destroying the World’s Forests 

Of the world’s total biomass, more than half— 55 percent—is found 
in the tropical forests. A further 21 per cent is found in temperate for¬ 
ests, which are declining due to acid rain damage and over-logging, 
and 13 percent is found in northern boreal forests, which are also 
being subjected to an onslaught of logging operations. 

Thus, 89 percent of the planet’s biomass is foundin these three types 
of forest, and is under attack from commercial activities launched by 
mainstream societies. 


Did You Know ? 

• On Vancouver Island, there are 89 primary 
watersheds that are greater than 5,000 hec¬ 
tares in size, and only six have not been 
subjected to logging. On the east coast of 
Vancouver Island, each one of the 28 primary 
watersheds larger than 5,000 hectares is now 
fragmented with clearcuts, logging roads, and 
tree plantations. 

• Each day, the British throw away eight 
million paper bags. 

• Each year throughout the European Com¬ 
munity countries, acid rain damages crops 
that are worth $1 billion. 
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Industrial Polluters Tax Break i 



SAVE 


heating bills by 
burning abundant, 
renewable, 
affordable wood. 

Save Wood — 

Because Blaze King® 
stoves are engineered 
for higher efficiency 
id longer bums. 


Save Time — Because no matter what your 
heating requirements, there is a Blaze King® 
lei that's right for you. 


Blaze Ki i Canada 

Box 777, Penticton, B.C. V2A 6Y7 

( 604 ) 493-7101 

Don't Lit Drugs and Alcohol Destroy four Life 


IF IT'S EMBROIDERED—WE DO IT! 

. COMPLETE CRESTING AND EMBROIDERY FACTORY 
ASSURES YOU OF UNBEATABLE QUALITY 

• EMBROIDERY DIRECT TO GARMENTS-YOURS OR 
OURS 

. CAPS DIRECT EMBROIDERED AND CRESTED 

• SWISS EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS AND CRESTS 

• SILKSCREEN AND CHENILLE CRESTS 

. ALL THE TOP BRANDS OF CORPORATE AND 
GROUP CLOTHING 

• CAPS-HUNDREDS OF STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM 

• -Arrow- SHIRTS • OUJlSPORTSWEAR . k way APPAREL 
. SPORTSCAN SUMMIT JACKETS, UNIFORMS AND 

COVERALLS 

. EXCELLENT PRICES & QUANTITY BREAKS AVAILABLE 


( 403 ) 438-1022 

SHOWROOM & FACTORY 
9846 - 45 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6E 5C5 

FAX (403) 434-3290 



Controversy has risen over the decision of the 
Alberta Assessment Appeal Board to lower 
taxes on a site in Cochrane that is contaminated 
with creosote. 

On August 31st, the Board ruled that the 1991 
assessed value of a 27.5 hectare site, owned by 
Dominion Tar and Chemicals Ltd. (Domtar), 
should be reduced by 25 percent. 

According to an article that appeared in the 
Edmonton Journal, Domtar argued before the 
Alberta Assessment Appeal Board that its Co¬ 
chrane wood-coating plant had soaked the sur¬ 
rounding soil with wood-preservatives and de¬ 
valued the land. The Board agreed, and then 
forced the town of Cochrane to lower Domtar’s 
taxes from about $10,000 per year to $7,500. 

Previously, Domtar had unsuccessfully sought 
an assessment reduction from Cochrane’s court 



of revision. The town’s assessment appeal 
board subsequently refused an appeal, and 
Domtar approached the Alberta Assessment 
Appeal Board, which comes under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the provincial government’s department 
of Municipal Affairs. 

Domtar’s facility, which was closed in 1987 
due to a slump in markets for treated railway 
ties, has raised concern amongst local resi¬ 
dents about widespread spilling of toxic creo¬ 
sote and pentachlorophenol— chemicals which 
have been linked to serious illnesses. 

It is reported that the site has creosote 
soaking as far as 7.5 metres below ground level. 
The facility is located on a terrace above the 
Bow River, but a Domtar representative has 
said that spreading of contamination will not 

Domtar’s Alberta manager of wood-preserv¬ 
ing plants told the media that the company has 
spent about $1 million so far in cleaning up the 
site. Domtar said in its submission to the 
Alberta Assessment Appeal Board that the cost 
of cleaning up the site would be at least $10 
million. 

The decision of the Alberta Assessment Appeal 
Board has prompted criticism that the cost of 
pollution should be borne by polluters, and not 
be taken from the tax base of a municipality. 
The decision has also raised fears that the 
ruling could set a precedent for other communi¬ 
ties that have been affected by industrial 
pollution. 



SALE OF DAISHOWA 
PULP MILL PONDERED 


by Dale Stelter 

Japan’s Daishowa Paper Manufacturing Co. 
has launched a restructuring program that 
could include the selling of its pulp mill at Peace 

The restructuring program was reported in an 
influential Japanese business publication, and 
reprinted in the September 7th edition of that 
publication’s English outlet, the Nikkei Weekly. 

The Nikkei Weekly article stated that 
Daishowa’s restructuring plan “centres on the 
sale of a hardwood kraft pulp mill in Peace River, 
Canada.” 

As well, the article states, “Analysts also claim 
the company is the enfant terrible of the paper 
industry, tending to pursue reckless expansion 
plans that other paper manufacturers follow to 
protect their market shares.” It is reported that 
Daishowa recorded a pretax loss of more than 
$120 million in the fiscal year through March, 
1991, and is expected to lose about $80 million 
through March, 1992. 

The Japanese paper also indicated that ac¬ 
cording to company sources, Daishowa “intends 


to shut some of its facilities in Japan and slash 
its work force by 40%.” 

The Nikkei Weekly reports that the price tag 
for the Peace River pulp mill has been set at $1 
billion Canadian. The mill, which is operated by 
Daishowa Canada Co. Ltd., and utilizes the 
bleached kraft pulping process, cost approxi¬ 
mately $550 million to build. The Alberta gov¬ 
ernment invested more than $60 million dollars 
in the mill, for infrastructure such as roads and 
bridges. 

Jim Morrison, general manager of Daishowa 
Canada’s Edmonton office, said that reports of 
the sale of the Peace River mill are speculative. 
He said that the pulp industry is currently in 
difficult times, and the sale of the Peace River 
mill is one of the various options that Daishowa 
is investigating in terms of its financial restruc- 

Morrison said that Daishowa intends to re¬ 
main the controlling entity in the Peace River 
pulp mill, and the options being explored involve 
bringing in a partner, and not relegation of 
authority. Continued on Page 25 
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Stop Drug and Wcohol 



Chief Legace, 
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of chief in our August edition 
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The Piping Plover 




K 


At the time of the arrival of the Europeans, the 
piping plover, a thrush-sized shore bird, was 
commonly found throughout Canada, except for 
British Columbia and the territories. However, 
it was hunted to near-extinction by the begin¬ 
ning of this century, and finally received protec¬ 
tion by federal legislation in 1917. 

By the mid-1940s, the piping plover had waged 
a healthy comeback, but then began declining 
again, mainly due to habitat disturbance and 
destruction by humans and their recreation and 
development activities. 

Indeed, the plovers are very specific in their 
selection of nesting sites, and are also very 
susceptible to disturbance while nesting. Breed¬ 
ing pairs in isolated areas produce, on average, 
more than twice as many surviving young than 
pairs breeding on beaches commonly frequented 
by humans. 

Even relatively low levels of disturbance dur¬ 
ing the intial stages of establishing nesting ter¬ 


ritories can cause the plovers to completely 
abandon a breeding site. In many other cases, 
once nesting has begun, the parent birds may be 
sufficiently disturbed to abandon the nest long 
enough for the eggs to become over-chilled. 

Moreover, the nests, which are often little 
more than shallow depressions in the sand, just 
above water level, are so hard to spot that 
h uman s may easily walk upon them, or drive 
over them with all-terrain vehicles. Domestic 
pets may also prey upon the eggs or young. 

As a result of all of these factors, it is thought 
the Canadian population of the piping plover 
now stands at about 2,000 birds, with a similar 
number to be found in the United States. In 
1978, the Committee on the Status of Endan¬ 
gered Wildlife in Canada classified the piping 
plover as Threatened, and in 1985 this classifi¬ 
cation was changed to Endangered. 

As well, the range of the plover is now 
restricted mainly to the prairie provinces, where 


DAISHOWA SALE Continued from Page 24 


Daishowa currently has a Forest Management 
Agreement (FMA) with the Alberta government 
that covers approximately 25,000 square kilo¬ 
metres, with about 15,000 square kilometres 
held in reserve for expansion. 

John Mclnnis, environment critic for the 
Alberta New Democrats, expressed concern that 
a pulp company has now put a cash value on an 
FMA. Daishowa’s asking price is more than 
$400 million greater than what the mill cost to 
build, and Mclnnis stated that this demon¬ 
strates how much a government can give away 
when signing an FMA. 

Mclnnis said that the possible sale of 
Daishowa’s Peace River mill casts doubt upon 
the soundness ofthe Alberta government’s plans 
to diversify the provincial economy through 
forestry development. 

He also stated that the downturn in the pulp 
market cannot be entirely explained by the 


cyclical nature of the industry. He said that 
there is a shift away from the use of bleached 
kraft pulping technology, due to the increased 
recycling of waste paper, and development of 
alternative pulping methods, some of which 
have zero effluent. 

Daishowa’s current FMA also includes the 
entire traditional territory of the Lubicon Lake 
Indian Nation, and completely surrounds a 
proposed reserve. 

The Lubicon are currently involved in a 50- 
year plus land rights dispute with the federal 
government. Last winter Brewster Construc¬ 
tion, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Daishowa, 
Canada—undertook clearcutting operations 
within the Lubicon’s traditional lands. 

The Lubicon are concerned that there will be 
more logging on their traditional lands this 
winter, and have stated that unauthorized 
development activity will be subject to removal 
at any time without further notice. 


by Dale Stelter 


about three-quarters of the population of the 
species is to be found, and the Maritime prov¬ 
inces. The species has all but disappeared from 
the Great Lakes area. At present, key nesting 
habitats are found at Lake Manitoba and Win¬ 
nipeg, Lake Quill in Saskatchewan, Kouchi- 
bouguac National Park in New Brunswick, 
certain beaches in Prince Edward Island, and 
the Magdalen Islands in Quebec. 

In an attempt to reverse the perilous situation 
faced by the piping plover, recovery programs 
have been initiated in Canada and the United 
States. The goal of the Canadian plan is to 
increase the population of the plovers in the 
prairies and the Atlantic provinces to a self- 
sustaining level of 3,170 birds, and, when and 
where conditions permit, to restore a breeding 
population to the Great Lakes. 

A vital element of the recovery plan involves 
the identification and preservation of nesting 
habitat. Fortunately, a significant portion of the 
Atlantic population of plovers already nests at 
sites within national parks. Public education 
programs, focussing on the breeding and nesting 
behaviour of the plovers, also hold significant 
promise. 



Why Is 
Unbleached 
Paper Best? 

Normal paper manufacturing 
pollutes our air and water. When 
paper products are bleached with 
chlorine, toxic dioxins and other 
poisons are created which can 
harm our rivers. 


LUCID SYSTEMS 


* Copy Paper • Note Pads 

■ Computer Paper 

■ Envelopes 

• School Loose-leaf 



EDMONTON 

491-0014 



We're First in First Aid. 

First Aid Sr Survival Supplies in Stock. 

First Aid, C.F.K and Health Care Training 
and Services to Meet Your Specific Heeds. 



CALL US, FIRST 


EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Basic Trauma Life Support 
> Emergency/Standard First Aid 
1 Advanced/Occupational First Aid 
Home Health Care 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation 

PH: (403) 873-5658 
2 P 9 FAX: 920-4458 
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VOUMTEU «F TIE MONTH 


FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
HONOURS VOLUNTEER 


Saluting everyone’s efforts in the fight 
against drugs & alcohol 

-[OT - 


Tuesday Night Bingo 
Early Bird 6:30 p.m. • Bring a Friend! 
Box 1735, High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0 

g (403) 962-3355 


WM RA NDALL FOWLE 

B.A., LL.B. 

PRACTICE RESTRICTED TO 
PERSONAL INJURY 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 



[ BARRISTER-SOLICITOR-NOTARY PUBLIC 
Member of Saskatchewan, 
Alberta & B.C. Law Societies 
CALL COLLECT (604) 493-6786 
Fowle Wm. Randall, 100-304 MartinStreet, PENTICTON, B.C. 


ion s &Heafln9 


(1980) Ltd. 


Prop a«JA/eoAofAu/ara*eer 

• PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

• COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING SffiVICE 


Meadow Lake, Sask. 
(306) 236-5625 


24 Hr. Service 
(306) 236-3271 


Do you hove a colleogoe or employee 
who deserves special recognition? 

let us know what makes them special 
and next month they could be the 
Alberta Native News Employee of the 
Month. 

Fax: (403) 424-3951 or write to The 
Editor, Alberta Native News, #530 Can¬ 
ada Trust BuHdihg, 10036 Jasper Ave¬ 
nue, Edmonton, AS T5J 2W2. 


The High Level Native Friendship Centre is 
saluting the commitment and dedication that 
Bessie Testawicn has displayed in her volunteer 
work on behalf of the friendship centre. 

Over the last ten years Ms. Testawicn has 
given her time and energy helping newcomers 
to the community, attending meetings and 
participating on committees and offering her 
translatingskills as needed. She has unselfishly 
volunteered to help ensure the success of the 
friendship centre. 

In recognition of her hard work and 
enthusiastic efforts Bessie Testawicn has been 
awarded the High Level Friendship Centre 
“Volunteer of the Year Plaque.” 

High Level’s loss is Grande Prairie’s gain and 
we wish all the best to Ms. Testawicn in her new 
home in Grande Prairie. The friendship centre 
there is sure to benefit from her experience, her 
caring and her dedication. 



Above: Marion Schulte, former 1 
Director of the High Level Native Fi 
Centre. Right: Bessie Testawich, “1 
of the Year Plaque” 
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The Service Is Here 


Edna Coffin Profile 

by Carol Balanko-Dickson 

Edna Coffin grew up wondering about her 
heritage. After she contracted polio at 11 months, 
she was moved from the Keeseekoose reserve in 
Saskatchewan and taken to Regina. For the first 
10 years of her life, she grew up in hospitals and 
rehabilitation centres. 

“It was confusing at times. I never knew what 
ethnic group to relate to. I wasn’t sure if I was 
Metis or full-blooded treaty Indian. I didn’t 
know who I really was,” Edna admits. “I didn’t 
have a family like other children. My family 
became the physiotherapists, the doctors and 
the odd patient.” 

She lived in six foster homes until she turned 
17, then dropped out of high school. “I was 
depressed. Suddenly, I was on my own and 
realized that I didn’t have anybody. I had lost 


contact with my family. I didn’t know anything 
about my heritage or my roots,” she explains. 

Now that Edna has discovered her Saulteaux 
heritage, she wants to help her people and is one 
of the 12 members on the Task Force on Issues 
for Aboriginal People with Disabilities. 

The $100,000 Task Force will visit 50 Alberta 
communities to understand problems facING 
Natives who are disabled. Many things—such as 
paved roads and driveways; accessible housing, 
support services (such as an attendant to help 
them get dressed and eat) and lack of educa¬ 
tional and employment opportunities are only 
available to disabled Natives if they leave their 
communities. “I’d like to see some positive 
changes and improvements to facilitate more 
integration of Aboriginal people with disabili¬ 
ties in their own communities so they don’t have 
to leave like I did,” says Coffin. 

Continued on Page 29 


| Don’t wail and get caught in the 

I cold, have your vehicle looked 

after now. Just call.. 

For Your Future: Say No to Drugs and Alcohol 
Compliments of the Management and Staff 

dph w 

Industrial ft 

Sales Ltd. Q 

438-5772 “ “ 

Unit #1,9821 - 44 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

Live for a healthy tomorrow: 

Say goodbye to substance abuse 

BIG RIVER 

Service Centre (1988) Ltd. 

• Shell Service Station 

• Diesel Fuel • Towing 

• Motel • Lounge • Cafe 

Fort Providence, NWT L' - '' '/y 
Phone (403) 699-4301 » - * 

/JJ7\ DOWNTOWN SHELL 

YZjr (403) 624-5755 

9704-100 St., Peace River, AB 

We salute the efforts of those who are seeking sobriety 

• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS 

• REPAIRS • SIDING 

FREE ESTIMATES 

/ ( 403 ) 332-4 110 

/ BOX 1035, GRIMSHAW, ALBERTA 

Sajffatefjoodttealtk - 

Sap NO to Drupe and.A&ohod 

ELECTRONICS trd. 

f REPAIR TO ALL 

' TV's — STEREOS 

VCR's — MICROWAVES 

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

( 403 ) 327-2977 

Let’s Work Together to Fight Addictions 

WETASKIWIN 
NiP* DAIRY QUEEN 

brazier, SB 

• DRIVE THRU 

• FROZEN CAKES 

& LOGS Tf 

• NOVELTIES Mp’ 

Phone: (403) 352-7000 fcj#. 

4415 - 56 STREET VrSlJ 

WE TREAT YOU RIGHT! 
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Children Not Returned to Family in Manitoba %/ 

Northern Canadians have told a peace inquiry that Canada’s military is becoming 
increasingly secretive and insensitive to their cultural and environmental concerns. The 
inquiry was organized by 14 non-governmental organizations through the Canadian Peace 
Alliance, with the objective of presenting recommendations for a new defence policy to 
Parliament. 

The Edmonton Journal reports that Bill Erasmus, national chief of the 13,000-strong 
Dene Nation, told the inquiry that the Dene’s request for a public inquiry into low-level 
military flights was denied by the federal government, and did not receive support from the 
Northwest Territories government. Erasmus also said that the Dene received no 
government support when they opposed the new North Warning System air base, which is 
being constructed near the Yellowknife airport, because it violates the peaceful intentions 
of Treaty 8, and could lead to increased low-level flying. 

Advocacy speakers for women and the poor have told the peace inquiry that Canada’s 
annual defence budget of $12.3 billion could be better used in measures such as building 
women’s shelters, and eliminating hunger. 

Arctic Games to be Held in Slave Lake 

The residents of Slave Lake rallied together and demonstrated community spirit and 
enthusasim m their bid to host the 1994 Arctic Games. Close to 3000 supporters met the 
selection committee in downtown Slave Lake chanting “we want the games.” Their 
exuberance was rewarded and as Mayor Peter Moore explained to the media “it was spirit 
enthusiasm and desire that won the games.” 

to help offset the cost of the games, which have been operating for twenty-one years, the 
province will provide Slave Lake with a cheque for $1 million. An additional $500,000. will 
be raised to meet the balance of the capital and operating expenses. 

1994 will mark the first time that the Arctic Games will have been held in Alberta. The 
town of Slave Lake has a population of5,600 but the Games will bring an additional 3,000 
participants including athletes, coaches and officials. 

Six Seats Uncontested in NWT Elections 

Although the election is not scheduled until the middle of October, the results are already 
in for twenty-five percent of the ridings in the general elections for the Northwest 
Territories. 

Six of the twenty-four ridings have gone uncontested and are therefore elected by 
acclamation. All are incumbents and they hold the following portfolios: 

Education Minister Stephen Kakfwi, member for Sahtu; Health Minister Nellie 
Coumoyea, member for Nunakput; Samuel Gargan, MLA for Deh Cho; John Pollard, MLA 
for Hay River; John Ningark, MLA for Natilikmiot; and Tony Whitford, MLA for 
Yellowknife South. 

The general elections will be held on October 15 at which time the legislative assembly 
members vote to elect the government leader and to decide who will hold each portfolio. 


More Housing for Duncan Resen/e 

The Duncan Band, Peace River, Alberta has received a commitment for additional 
housing from the government of Canada. 

The new commitments consist of two three-bedroom single family bi-levels, two 
three-bedroom single family bungalows and three three-bedroom mobile homes. 

The bungalows will cost $392,118 with a contribution from Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada (INAC) of $81,600 and an additional federal subsidy of $29,380. The mobile homes 
will cost $245,082 with an INAC contribution of $48,500 and a federal subsidy of $18,363. 


$ Royal Taxi and 
Limousine Service 

will take you home 

in Ponoka & District Also serving 

4 cars to serve you the Hobbema area 





' WAYFARE 
RESTAURANT 

EQ<y OAQG I 13209 - TOO Street 
OoZ"OUoD I Grande Prairie, AB 

WE WELCOME EVERYONE 

FARMERS, TRUCKERS, VISITORS & TOURISTS 

Home Cooked Meals, Pastries & Desserts 

Monday -Saturday 6:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m 


NORTH COUNTRY 

Appliance Service Ltd. 


AUTHORIZED DEALER DEPOT 
FOR ALL MAJOR MAKES 

AFTER HOURS CALL RES.: 623-4718 

s (403) 623-4718 

Box 1127, Lac La Biche, Alberta 


Lei's mk togelhet ie fighi addictions 

MANNING IGA 
FOOD MARKET 

ICR 

P.O. Box 280, 

Manning, Alberta T0H 2M0 


(403)783-3500 _ Bon 761, Poroha, AB T0C2H0 

'Sonvlna Ponotea fan 40 van me' 



Our Best Wishes and Encouragement 
to Everyone Involved in the Drug and 
Alcohol Prevention Programs, from 


WHIPONIC 
WELLPUTER LTD. 


836-3285 

Store Hours: Open 9 to 9, 7 days a week 


Supporting the Fight Against ACcohoL 
and Drug Abuse from the foCks at 


Spedden 
Shopping Center 


GENERAL MECHANICAL 
& ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
Industrial • Commercial • Residential 
Oil Field Service 

(403) 587-2389 • Fax: (403) 587-2821 
24 Hours a Day ~ 7 Days a Week 
Box 278, NORMAN WELLS, NWT XOE 0V0 
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NATIVE HOCKEY TALENT SHINES IN MANITOBA 


by Nick Michaels 

The Southeast T-Birds are making their 
mark on the Junior Hockey scene and they are 
doing it with predominantly Native players. 
Now entering their 4th year, the team should 
prove to be very competitive in tier two of the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey League (MJHL). 

The team is owned by the Southeast Tribal 
Council which is made up of nine First Nations 
in Manitoba. 

The T-Birds, which is one of six subsidiary 
corporations of the tribal council was actually 
the brainchild of two of the Aboriginal leaders 
in Manitoba. Former chief of the Brokenhead 
First Nation, Jim Bear and Chief of the 
Hollowwater First Nation Rod Bushie 
recognized an abundance of hockey talent 
among the youth of their communities. They 
spearheaded a proposal for the franchise at a 
time of expansion for the MJHL and the 
Southeast T-Birds were born. 


Stlttisf tU tflfrrtstf 
dust *I* vt Maj'sCaj'dy sciritCp 

Western Star 
Trucks (North) Ltd. 

CANADIAN BUILT 

CANADA WIDE DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 
11205 - 98 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB 
Telephone: (403)! 



MJHL 1891—92 SCHEDULE FOR SOUTHEAST T—BIRDS 

*** January 25,1992 - ALL STAR GAME 


HOME: 

.Blues Sun., Dec. 8. 

.Saints Thurs., Dec. 12 

.Dauphin Thurs., Dec. 19.. 

...Canadians Thurs., Jan. 9.... 

.Neepawa Thurs., Jan. 16.. 

.Selkirk Sun., Jan. 19. 

.Portage Thurs., Jan. 23... 

.Winkler Thurs., Feb. 6. 

.Selkirk Sun., Feb. 9.Portage 

.. Canadians Thurs., Feb. 20.Winkler 

.Blues Sun., Feb. 23.Saints 

.Portage Thurs., Feb. 27.Neepawa 


Thurs., Ocl. 3.. 
Sun, Ocl. 13... 
Thurs., Ocl. 17 
Thurs., Ocl. 24. 
Sun.. Oct 27.... 
Thurs., Ocl. 31.. 
Thurs., Nov. 7... 
Sun., Nov. 17 .... 
Thurs., Nov. 28. 

Sun., Dec. 1. 

., Dec. 5.... 


.Canadians 
... Neepawa 
...Dauphin 


Mon., Sept. 30. 

Sun., Oct. 6. 

Sun., Oct. 20. 

Tues, Oct. 22.( 

: ri., Oct. 25. 

Fri.. Nov. 1 . 

Sun., Nov. 3. 

Sun., Nov. 10. 

Tues., Nov. 12. 

Fri., Nov. 15. 

Thurs., Nov. 21.... 


Tues., Dec. 3. 

Tues., Dec. 10... 


Fri., Feb. 7. 

Fri., Feb. 13. 

Sun., Feb. 16. 

Tues., Feb. 18.... 


.Portage Fri., Feb. 28. 


SOUTH EAST TRIBAL COUNCIL 


.(204JJ 



One of the major concepts behind the team is to arena. This year’s team is already demonstrating 
provide an opportunity for talented Native the enthusiasm and the drive needed for a 
youth to become competitive in the hockey successful season. Good luck fellas. 

Supporting all those _ 

who are striving to avoid substance abuse ^ P 


PAYLESS GAS ON HWY. 60 

(Enoch Hwy.) 

Winterburn, Alberta 
Open 7 Days a Week 
GAS BAR • GROCERIES .SANDWICHES 

SS: 470-5428 
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BIG BOYS? 


Radial tKnd-Tsrrmm T/A 


If you want a tire you can 
depend on for rugged 
off-road performance, 
we recommend the 
Radial Mud Terrain T/A® 
This durable tire offers 
you terrific traction. 

Stop in and see us for low 
prices and expert service. 



r#ff£ 

MM LTD. 

332-4471 


OWN 


luy, TmHK-lw,'. 


Rita Houle 
Athletic Awards 
Banquet 

The saga of Rita Houle is not known to many, 
but to her family, friends and fellow athletes, she 
is remembered to have been a consummate 
athlete and a dedicated and sincere person. Rita 
loved life, treated others with respect, and left an 
indelible mark on all those who knew her. Rita 
lost her life to cancer at the age of 20 but in the 
short time she was on this earth, she provided an 
inspiration to young Native athletes to have 
pride in their heritage and to always strive to do 

In honour of this once-aspiring Native athlete, 
the Canadian Native Friendship Centre will 
host the 12th Annual Rita Houle Memorial 
Awards Banquet on Saturday, November 9, 
1991. This event will be held at the Saxony 
Motor Inn, located at 15540 Stony Plain Road. 

The Rita Houle Memorial Awards for “Male 
Athlete of the Year” and “Female Athlete of the 
Year” are presented to the deserving top male 
and female athletes who best exemplify 
dedication, commitment, and perseverence. 
Winners are honoured with plaque presentations 
and a $1,000 cash award provided by the 
Natives Services Unit of the Provincial 
Government. 

Applications are now being accepted for 
nominees for the Native Female and Male 
Athlete of the year. 

The deadline for nomination submission is 
October 25, 1991. The rules and regulations 
governing the competition are available from 
the Canadian Native Friendship Centre, 11016 
- 127 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 0T2 or 
contact Conrad Southwind at (403) 452-7811. 
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EDNA COFFIN 

Continued from Page 26 

She moved to Calgary in 1976 “to start a new 
life” with two daughters, then three and 
one-years-old, after leaving her first husband. 
Four years later, she was reunited with her sib¬ 
lings. “My second oldest sister came out to see 
me and that’s when I re-acquainted myself with 
my heritage,” she said. Unfortunately, both 
parents had died by this time. 

In 1982—two years after she married her 
second husband—she moved to Edmonton and 
landed a job as a vocational rehabilitation 
counsellor with Employment Services for the 
Physically Disabled. Last year, she enrolled in 
Native Studies at the University of Alberta. 
When she finishes her master’s degree, she is 
hoping to become involved in areas dealing with 
disabled women, disabled Natives or Natives in 
general. 

She is now vice president of both the Aborigi¬ 
nal Students Council and Handicapped Housing 
Society of Alberta. Her two daughters—16 and 
18 years old—and a 10-month-old granddaugh¬ 
ter live with her in Mill Woods. 

“I think it’s important for people to know who 
they are and be proud of where they come from 
because it helps them to determine what direc¬ 
tion they’re going to take and what goals they 
want to make in life,” she says. 




Way-Vin Travel Limited 

YEfv 

IT'S NEVER TOO SOON... ^ 

START PLANNING YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY!!: 

Educational trip to SANTA FE or other destinations. 

Expen'ence the history ol our CULTURE. Arts. Crafts. 

Contact PENNY JOUAN at Way-Vin -- ' ' 

in *k« knn,* ni ^-1.^ Full telephor_ 

ine to help reduce your tin 


EDMONTON, ABT5J3LB PH 


ski-doo 



AWARENESS AD FOR 
PUBLIC EDUCATION... BY... THE... 
LEATHER ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

•WARNING* 

BE AWARE OF 

! LOW PRICES - CHEAP IMPORTS! 
—CAUSED BY POOR PROCESSING — 

I LOW QUALITY SKINS! 

BEING DUMPED ON THE MARKET 
—DO YOU BELIEVE THOSE— 
INFLATED PRICES OR REDUCTIONS?!? 

!! PLEASE DON'T BE FOOLED!! 

—GET MILEAGE FOR YOUR MONEY!— 

BUY CANADIAN! BUY QUALITY! 

! BE PROUD I -- 

■ SAVE YOUR OWN JOBS AND YOOR KIDS 
JOBS OF THE FUTURE!! 

leather ranch 




RIVERSIDE HONDA & SKI-DOO 


25% to 70% OFF 

(On Selected Merchandise) 


'.‘YOU CANNOT BEAT OUR PRICES!! 
FOR 

QUALITY! SELECTION! 
WARRANTY! SERVICING! 


361 St. Albert Road, Highway 2 
St. Albert, AB T8N0R1 


!! WE GUARANTEE IT!! 
Uniform Pricing Across Canada 


(403) 458-7227 Fax 460-2434 

































30 


October, 1991 Alberta Native News 


JUSTICE 


Extent of Justice Reforms Questioned 


by Ryan Edwards 


Although the issue of how the Canadian justice system affects Natives 
is receiving widespread attention, there remains a gap between Natives 
and the federal government as to how deep reforms should go. 

Many Natives see the existing system as a failure, and want to see a 
separate Native justice system instituted. However, federal Justice 
Minister Rim Campbell and federal Solicitor General Doug Lewis have 
both indicated that they instead favour making improvements and 
changes to the existing system. 

Southam News reports that Lewis said that his department was 
prepared to respond quickly to concerns about parole, prisons and police 
that were expressed at an Aboriginal justice conference, held in 
Whitehorse last month. However, Lewis also said that “I think it would 
be foolish to try and invent a new system for Native people. I would much 
rather say: ‘All right, where is the justice system failing the Native 
people?’ and zero in on correcting that.” 

According to the media. Justice Minister Campbell said that the federal 
government is promising to give Natives more control of courts and police, 
but will stop short of the alternative of a separate Native justice system. 
She said she is prepared to make “fundamental changes”, and will 
consider anything that will reduce the disproportionate number of 
Natives in federal and provincial prisons, but that she also believes this 
can be done within the existing system. 

Many Native leaders disagree, saying they won’t be satisfied with 
anything less than a separate justice system, with Native police, prosecu¬ 
tors, and judges. 

The Assembly of First Nations has rejected a discussion paper, released 
by the federal government, that deals with a number of proposals for 
achieving Native community justice within the existing system. The 
paper was prepared before the release of the report on Manitoba’s Aborigi¬ 




nal justice inquiry, which recommends a separate justice system for Na : 
tives in Canada. The report also calls for increased employment oppor¬ 
tunities to be made available in all facets of the mainstream justice 
system, including Native judges, lawyers, corrections officers and clerks. 

Many Natives point to the fundamental differences that exist between 
the Canadian andNative systems of justice. For example, DaVid Keenan, 
chief of the Teslin Tlingit Indians of the Yukon, told the conference that 
the presentjustice system has failed Natives because it is based on values 
that are foreign to Native traditions. Non-Natives view justice as punish¬ 
ment for a crime, but Natives look upon it as healing a social ill. 

The Native community of Teslin is currently involved in a community 
justice project, one of many such projects that are being set up across 
Canada. The Teslin project has been ongoing for about ten months. 

Leroy Littlebear, a Blackfoot lawyer who teaches at the University of 
Lethbridge, told the media that while the Canadian Criminal Code is 
based on the finding of guilt and punishment, Native tradition is to make 
amends and restore community harmony. Littlebear said that “The white 
man’s adversarial system doesn’t eliminate bad feelings.” 
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First Nations' Role in Canada 

Canada's S FutureTogether^ < ^ eral GoommM Re P°* "tUU “Shaping 

proTOsaJs^wlrtV the G ^ ern “ ent of Canada has been developing 
proposals that would revise the rules that shape the country’s political 

represent t ° ] ? Ve focus to a national dialogue. They 

in^ genuine politkal renew^ 303 " 13118 across th ^ covmt ry to participate 

thes^pro^is’al^Emd^chaSnd* their^own views ^d rarctknm^Ttlm 

?hTce totave\h e e£ e say fiVe m ° nthS ’ Canadta “ W “ -P-aUeled 

fuiiv ? 1 f nadians are , frustrated by a Constitution that does not 

stj.n fn special P lace m the Canadian society. After a major 

treat?rights W1 1 qot ent , renchme “ t “ the Constitution of Aboriginal and 
treaty nghts in 1982, and successful amendment in 1983, the frustration 
of Abongmal Canadians has grown from the failure of three successive 

ra?stitnti?n a r S Con i eren ;S . (1984 > 1985 > !987) to entrench the 
constitutional recognition of then- right to self-government 
will^T peoples were self-governing at the time of first contact 
wtih European societies. Their powers of self-government, however have 
m?r^ tha ° USly e . rodedbythe eac roachment of non-Aboriginal society and 
w, thln h ?? a „ centar y efpetemaiiam under the Indian Act. Seif-government 
within the Canadian federation would eliminate the need for the instru- 
meth ° d l° f federaI intervention found in the Indian Act. It 
would be an important, factor in facilitating the maintenance of the 
distinctiveness and collective rights of the Aboriginal peoples. 

, ', nUlt wholivem the more remote northern regions of Canada have 

tTlT UCh ° fth , eir , eff0rt “ recent time to complex and comprehensive 
ne eotiahons. They have pressed for increased political 
autonomy through the government system and the entrenchment of their 
Tli °. S ^r g ° Vernment ' They have 3180 Pressed for the creation of a 



government system and the entrenchment of 1 
right to self- government. They have also pressed for the creation 
Nl ¥ iavx J t ^ a means of reaching that objective. 

lhe Metis, for their part, have played a prominent role in the 
development of Canada’s West. The Mdtis have often been characterized 
as Canada s forgotten people; the Government of Canada is committed to 
addressing the appropriate roles and responsibilities of governments as 
they relate to the M6tis. 

The provincial governments have generally supported the principle of 
self-government arrangements for Aboriginal Canadians. However, the 
nature and extent of appropriate constitutional recognition has been the 
subject of considerable debate. 

The Government of Canada proposes an amendment to the Constitution 
to entrench a general justifiable right to Aboriginal self-government in 
ordgr to recognize Aboriginal peoples’ autonomy over their own affairs 
within the Canadian federation. 

...To ensure a smooth transition, the Government of Canada proposes: 
that there be a commitment by governments to negotiate self- 
government agreements with the Aboriginal peoples; 
subject- ^ reSularly scfleduied first Ministers’conferences on this 


•that the general enforceability of the right be delayed for a period of up 
to 10 years from the time that the amendment is adopted ; 

• that, during this initial stage, agreements reached in negotiations will 
as°th^ are developed " tentS reaChed wUl receiue constitutional protection 
After this period of transition, the right to self-government could be 
enforced on its own. In practice, however, it is expected that the details of 
the extent and nature of Aboriginal jurisdiction will be determined 
tnrough a process of negotiations with Aboriginal communities 
Within the context of the Canadian federation, Aboriginal governments 
would potentially exercise a combination of jurisdictions presently exer- 
cised by the federal, provincial and municipal governments, although 
many federal and provincial laws of general application would continue to 
apply. Depending on the requirements and circumstances of the Aborigi- 
nal group m question, jurisdiction of Aboriginal governments could 
potentially encompass a wide range of matters including land and re- 
s ource us e, language and culture, education, policing and administration 
ot justice, health, social development, economic development and commu- 
mty infrastructure. Continued on Page 46 
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Winnipeg Police Chief Resigns 


by Deborah Shatz 


Our Continued Encouragement in the Fight 
Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse, from the 

WINNIPEG TRADING 
POST 



The future is with good health 
Please don't abuse drugs and alcohol 


TOTAL ENGINE 

SERVICES LID. 
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Winnipeg police chief Herb Stephen has 
resigned his position in the midst of heated 
controversy and scandal. He was sharply 
criticized in the recent report of the Manitoba 
Aboriginal Justice Inquiry for disregarding 
racism and discrimination displayed by members 
of the Winnipeg police force. 

Judges Sinclair and Hamilton, who authored 
the report, were extremely harsh in their 
assessment of Stephen. The judges said that 
“Chief Stephen’s readiness to disregard racism 
is disturbing... There is little indication that he 
has taken action to assess the general level of 
racism within his department or actively 
attempted to discourage it.” 

Their criticism prompted an outcry for the 


chiefs resignation. 

The final impetus prompting the chief of police 
to resign was a Manitoba government report 
which condemned the manner in which the 
Winnipeg police treated a lawyer who had 
advocated for the Native justice hearings. The 
report ruled that the police had no grounds for 
charging the lawyer with sexual assault. 

Ted Hughes who wrote the report stated that 
“while I stop short of finding an overt conspiracy, 
the influence of payback was at work in a far 
from subtle fashion and must be condemned.” 

Just prior to the report’s release Chief Stephen 
announced that he would resign if it would 
“assist in restoring the credibility of the Winnipeg 
police department.” 


Alberta's First Native Judge 

Appointed by Deborah Shatz 

On November 1, lawyer Thomas Goodson will 
become Alberta’s first Aboriginal judge. The 
appointment is being applauded as a step in the 
right direction toward providing Native people 
with a justice system that will be sensitive to 
their needs, lifestyle and culture. 

In making the announcement Attorney General 
Ken Rostad said “His qualifications are excellent, 
and I am confident that he will bring insight and 
sensitivity to the court and to the judiciary as a 

"... I believe that as an Aboriginal, Judge 
Goodson will be sensitive to Aboriginal culture 
and able to take into account cultural and 
socio-economic factors when Aboriginal people 
appear before him.” 

He added that the appointment was in keeping 
with the recommendations made in the Cawsey 
report which condemned the criminal justice 
system for its “systemic discrimination” of 
Aboriginal people. 

As recommended in the report there is a “need 
for individuals within the judicial system with a 
sound knowledge of Aboriginal culture.” 

Goodson, 44, grew up north of Prince Albert in 
Saskatchewan “pretty much the way mostNative 
people grow up” he is quoted as saying with 
reference to hunting and living in the bush. He 



lived on the Sandy Lake Reserve, attended 
school at a Metis Settlement and was a member 
of the Beardy Okemasis Band. 

Goodson attended high school in La Ronge, 
Saskatchewan and completed his undergraduate 
studies in Saskatchewan. He attended law 
school at the University of Alberta and for the 
past nine years has been practising law in 
Hobbema, focussing primarily on criminal and 
civil litigation. 
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• The Treaty 7 Education Conference on Technology and Teaching: Implications for Treaty 
7 Schools will be held October 17 and 18. The conference is hosted by the Peigan Board of 
Education in Brockett, Alberta. For details call (403) 965-3910 or Fax (403) 965-3713. 

• National Addictions Awareness Week is held November 17 - 23 for the Join the Circle 
Campaign in celebration of the people who have chosen sobriety as a way of life. Participate 
in the activities held in your communities and keep the circle strong. 

• A World Indigenous Conference promoting Addiction Free Lifestyles will be held in 
Emonton on July 7-11,1992. All countries with Indigenous people will be represented and 
all areas related to addictions will be addressed. The conference theme is Healing Our Spirit 
Worldwide. Write World Conference Office, Box 3884, Postal Station D, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T5L 4K1 or phone (403) 459-0989 for information. 

• The Professional Native Women’s Association is sponsoring a series of workshops 
focussed on Healing Ourselves and Our Communities. The first workshop will be held in 
Elphinstone, B.C. on November 15 - 22. For details contact Lynne at (604) 873-1833. 

• Grant MacEwan Community College in Edmonton is sponsoring a seminar entitled 
Alcoholism: Myth vs. Reality. The workshop is offered on two different dates, November 27 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. or November 29 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Mill Woods Campus. For 
more information call 483-4622. 

• An Alberta Native Arts and Crafts exhibition and sale will be held at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre in Edmonton on November 14-17. Artists and crafts people are invited 
to participate with a booth at a cost of $250.00. For details contact Martha Campiouat (403) 
486-0069. 

• The One Arrow Band is sponsoring a Feast and Round Dance on October 26, at 5:00 p.m. 
at the One Arrow Band Hall. Everyone is welcome. Phone (306) 423-5900 or fax (403) 423- 
5904 for specifics. 


• Edmontonians are in for a poetic treat 
themselves for public readings in the book¬ 
stores and bistros of Strathcona. 

A Stroll of Poets will take place on 
October 27 in southside venues dotted along 
Whyte Avenue. Slated as Edmonton’s first 
poetry festival, five Native poets are in¬ 
cluded in the impressive fist of participating 
writers. 

Peter Cole, Anna Marie Sewell, Gail Duiker, 
Marilyn Dumont and Molly Chisaakay will 
be reciting their poetry in such locales as 
Grabba Jabba, Aspen Books, Common 
Woman Books and Varscona Books between 
1:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on October 27. Poets 
will participate in 1/2 hour readings. 

For schedule information or other details 
about A Stroll of Poets call Ken at 431-0052 


this month as the city’s finest poets ready 



Specializing in 
P.V.C. and Fiberglass 
Window Manufacturing 

Sales • Service ■ Installation 

• Flenovalion • Bay & Bow Windows • Sliders 
• New Conslruction ■ Cuslom Sized • 25 Year Warranty 
Box 29, Sile 7, R.R.1 Spruce Grove, Alberta 
-Free Estimates— Pb- (403) 963-6023 


Avion of the iHarm Caused By Alcohol and Drugs 

A - SHINfl - MIST 


( wiling A 
V cfsan J 

Roger D. Smith 6013 - 52 Street 

Phone (403) 352-8512 v Wetaskiwin, Alberta 
Edmonton Direct 460-8650 T9A 3A2 

FREE DEMOS - FREE ESTIMATES 



November 14-17 
CHATEAU LOUIS 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 
11727 - Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
Featuring: 

• 44 Booths • Indian, Inuit & Metis Crafts from across 
Canada, Northwest Territories & U.S.A. 

• Miss Canada (Metis from St. Albert, AB) 

■ Indian & Metis Singers, Dancers & Musicians 
• Native Fashion Designers 
Sponsored By: 

• Triple A Society (Aboriginal Artisans Arts/Crafts 

Thursday 6 pm. - 9 p.m. • Friday 10 am. - 8 p.m. 
Saturday 10 am. - 6 p.m. • Sunday 10 am. - 6 p.m. 


FREE PARKING, ENTERTAINMENT & SMILES 


SHOW 

SHOW 

SHOW 

SHOW 

SHOW 



SALE 

SALE 

SALE 

SALE 

SALE 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE TO: 

Martha (403)486-0069 
10715 -152 St„ Edmonton, Alberta T5P 1Z2 


For a healthy tomorrow: Say No to Drugs and Alcohol 

Esther’s 

Native Handicrafts 


Phone 927-3607 




PDFLHI 



Books, Toys, Cards 


BOOK! 




GRAVEL CRUSHING & HAULING 

CRUSHED yv , 

PIT, RUN 
& SCREENED 

GRAVEL mi i »y a \ 

■ sand 

PACKERS • CATS • LOADERS 

( 403 ) 683-2375 zamalake 

BOX 204, HIGH LEVEL, AB 


r~ MIDWESTERN^ 

I REDI-MIX CONCRETE 1 

1 Stfprtr tL t^trCs tfj tkxi iwlnJ k 1 

(Ufrfkt nprist ndrtiUM aim 1 

THINGS MILITARY LTD. | 

LttT.NTIT.LDS 

.303 British Calibre Bolt Action 

I \ • RED1-MIX CONCRETE • RE-BAR 11 

II • LIMESTONE • PAVING STONE • CRETEX J | 


PLANTS AT 

AMMUNITION 

Most In Stock Hunting Ammunition 

(Soft Point) J lO.OO/box of 20 rounds 

DELORAINE, (204) 747-2668 MELITA, (204) 522-8304 1 

Gov't Road Allowance S. 625 Gov't Road Allowance 1 

RESTON (Head'officeJjcHyo ^^257^Hwy 1 

LOTS OFN^EMSIN CTWK^CALL roRAVAIWBILITY 

MILITARYJTEMS WANTED^ 


u 8800-14Dvr N.L Caltnry, 4B T24 8J4 




















































34 


October, 1991 Alberta Native News 


LEGENDS 

AltECtMf St-Q 

HAIRY DOG TAIL 

There. lived a war ch>eP who had a 

beauW-fnl daughter... 

...fllt the wealthy warriors Wished ( 

fa marry her. gut she would give c 
noons her consent 1 

ter father became very upset and 

isked. her what was wrong. 

u 
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atltl L LJ:'!' 
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She $oi A -that she'd looked 

for him each day but - wa< 
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She was +hen instructed 
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We salute all those who have had 
the strength and courage to stop 
abusing drugs and alcohol 
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dm<«j ‘tint young 



Herefeuked his daughter 

/wWa-jlnamcyou 
hove. b/iuglnt,+h«.onewh® 
approaches Y ou is fiut-huiVOT 

heis adwj. 



Hairy da<( fail turned human and married -Hie q/r|. TVte-y 
l«f+ the camp andget-up their Hpi alone. J 



■Mtd the 

. .. -halktuhiS 

.......... a number of 

people hove been' .. 

do^S. 


rhe people approached 

Chief, asking hint+otalf 
<«i-i n-loYi ,f or a number 








.A.. A. a. 



ok.tAal'apiii'.ea-HiH (‘i aobo 

tomes fo her pr matt! cried, 
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...and when their owners 

attempted to bring them home 
theywould be mauled by the 



Hairy dorj fail died soan offer, and the work on his hide, 

nKiwprinT of a qir/j as tended info-Hie he6\j&n$ and&v 
f\ oio be 3 or fouMn ft* rvip rnm^ pnor -fodown . 



Supporting the fight against Substance abuse 
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Keep the circle strong - stay sober 
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Aboriginal 
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NEWSLETTER 


Aboriginal Enterprise is a newsletter about the 
Canadian Aboriginal Economic Development 
Strategy (CAEDS) in Alberta, a program of 
the federal government. 
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Band 


Will Hold a 

Feast and Round Dance 
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at 

One Arrow Band Hall 

Feast at 5:00 p.m. 
Round Dance to follow 

Everyone Welcome! 


R.R.#I WAKAU. 
SASKATCHEWAN S0K 4P0 


Phone C306J 423-5900 
Fax T403J 423-5904 


ur future: Lets work together to fight addiction 
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For your future - say NO to drugs and alcohol 

AAA "TRIPLE A" 

DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Cassios 
Certified Dental Mechanic (Denturist) 

424-9645 

806 Empire Building 
10080 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1V9 


HIGH PRAIRIE 
Roman Catholic 
Separate School 
District #56 

REQUIRES ONE CREE INSTRUCTOR 
Qualifications: 

• teaching certificate or college graduate 

• able to work independently 
and as part of a team 

• committed to excellence in education 

Responsibilities 

• to teach Cree language to 
students from Grades 3 to 12 

Employment 

• generous benefit package available 

• salary based on education and experience 

Mr. L. T. Remillard 

Box 7399, Bonnyville, Alberta T9H 2H7 
Phone/Fax: (403) 826-2580 
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The old woman told her children to keep travelling without her because 
she was starting to see them as food and not as her children. 

She told them she would travel slowly so she wouldn’t catch up to them 
and kill them. 

The children travelled ahead pulling the young child in the sleigh. 



The children cooked some meat from the cache then ate and rested. 
They put some meat in their packs on the sleigh and resumed then- 
journey. 




few days 
later, they 
reached a settle- 
; which is 
Stanley 
Mission. They 
told the minister 
hurry to their 
mother. 


The minister left right away by dogteam carrying food, medi¬ 
cine and blankets. He found the old woman alive and brought 
her back to Stanley Mission. 



The ft 


lily w 


> fed 


soup for quite a long 
time because solid food 
gave them cramps and 
made them sick. 

The minister led a 
search party with a 
dog-team and they re¬ 
covered and brought 
back the bodies of the 
father and son. They 
were buried at the 
cemetery. 


weeks before the 
old lady was able 
to get up and 
around but she 
eventually got 


BUTLER KREBES 
& ASSOCIATES INC. 
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- SITE PLANNERS - 
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Let's Not Abuse It With Alcohol and Drugs 
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ZHAHTIE KOE 84 

ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM 

• one to one counselling available 
• referrals 

• 3 trained counsellors 
• A.A. meeting every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 
• videos, books, pamphlets available 

( 403 ) 699-3381 

Fax: (403) 699-3505 
GENERAL DELIVERY 
FORT PROVIDENCE, NWT 
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Don't Destroy ‘four Life With Drugs and Alcohol 

LAKEWOOD PLUMBING Ltd. 

Plumbing • Hot Water Heating • Gas Fittings 

Tor four Commercial Quality Work! 

Phone (403) 462-4558 


In Support of 

NATIONAL ADDICTIONS AWARENESS WEEK 
November 17th to 23rd, 1991 

Saskatchewan Native Addictions 
Council Corporation 

“A New Beginning” 

A NETWORK OF CONCERNED INDIVIDUALS 
STRIVING FOR A HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE FOR 
THOSE THAT ARE INFLICTED BY THE USE OF 
ALCOHOL, DRUGS AND SOLVENTS 



JOYCE RACETTE 
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Don't Abuse It With 
Alcohol and Drugs 
from 

CHIEF: ROBERT GREY 
Band Council, Staff, 

Elders and Band Members of the 





£Bcvrtd #459 


( 403 ) 767-3914 

FAX (403) 767-3814 

General Delivery 
Atikameg, Alberta TOG 0C0 






















































October, 1991 Alberta Native News 


B.C. Group Working to Preserve Sacred Site 


by Ryan Edwards 

The Friends of the Hatzic Rock Society needs 
help in their attempts to preserve the Hatzic 
Rode site, located near Mission, B.C., as a 


> Not Drink and Drive 


WA WA TAIK 

BUILDING SUPPLIES 
LTD. 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 
HARDWARE • INSULATION 
PAINT • PLUMBING FIXTURES 
TOOLS • PLYWOOD • LUMBER 
WOOD SPACE HEATER 
COTTAGES • HOMES • SHEDS 


Located 40 miles NE of Winnipeg 
on Highway 59 by Brokenhead River 

SCANTERBURY (on Libau) 
766-2645 • 766-2442 • 766-2319 
Fax: 766-2360 


be mare of the harm that they can cause 

^ B.W. RIG REPAIR & SUPPLY 

Your one call supply, 
service and repair 
depot for oilfield supplies, 
rig modificiations 
and repairs, and 
related equipment 
manufacturing 

9305 - 27th Avenue, Edmonton, AB 

Ph. ( 403 ) 463-8688 Fax ( 403 ) 462-4694 


TOM'S 


FAMILY BILLIARDS 
& ARCADE 
PH: (403) 285-4911 

THE FINEST IN THE BUSINESS 
RESENTS OUR NEWEST CALGARY LOCATION AT: 

3320 - 20 AVENUE N.E. next to Jumbo Video & Sportchek 
A Whole New Atmosphere 

• 13 Tables tor Your Enjoyment 
- Bright & Friendly Atmosphere 



heritage and interpretive park. 

The society wants to preserve the 
site to demonstrate and promote 
Native culture and spiritual life. 

The site is of great spiritual 
significance to the Stodo Native 
people, and remains of a habita¬ 
tion structure have been shown to 
be about 5,200 years old. More 
recently, material from the base of 
a post-hole has been dated at 9,000 
years old. 

The area that includes the Hatzic 
Rock site had been slated for de¬ 
velopment into a subdivision. 

However, the owner of the prop¬ 
erty, Harry Utzic of Calgary, 
agreed to stop development of the 
rock site until scientific investiga¬ 
tions were completed, and funds 
were raised to purchase 18 acres. 

Nevertheless, previous develop¬ 
ment activities had resulted in ex¬ 
tensive damage to part of the site 
before an archeological project 
could be launched. That archeol¬ 
ogical project was conducted by 
Gordon Mohs, Heritage Consult¬ 
ant for the Sto:lo Tribal Council. 

Mr. Mohs has stated that the 
findings of the project are highly 
significant in terms of increasing 
the understanding of Native ways 
of life in the Fraser valley thou¬ 
sands of years ago. 

Thehousingstructure mentioned 
above, and another that was uncovered, suggest 
that a substantial settlement existed at the site. 
Thousands of other notable artifacts have been 
found, including tools that indicate that wood 
working and wood processing were important 
economic activities during the period that the 
site was occupied. 

Approximately a dozen obsidian artifacts were 
recovered, and as obsidian is not found locally, 
this provides evidence of long-distance trading 
networks. In fact, three pieces of obsidian were 
found to have originated in Oregon. 

Ochre was found in substantial quantities, 
and some paint stones (ochre-stained pestle 
stones) were also uncovered, providing evidence 
that ceremonial life was well-developed. 

Mr. Mohs was able to confirm that the Hatzic 
rock was a Transformer site, and thus of a 
spiritual site of considerble significance to the 
Sto:lo Indians. As Mr. Mohs writes, ‘Trans¬ 
former sites are special places that are associ¬ 
ated with the great Sto:lo creator and trans¬ 
former, Xads. Transformer sites tend to be found 
in proximity to ancestral villages and settle- 

For several years, Mr. Mohs has been in the 
process of documenting Sto:lo sacred grounds. 
His research has culminated in two written 
works on sacred sites, and excerpts from these 



works amply demonstrate the value which the 
Storlo people put upon their sacred sites. 

For example, one Sto:lo Elder has stated that 
“These places are very important for us, those 
that know about them. They are something that 
is proof of our past. But it seems that something 
that is proof of our past is not as sacred as things 
that are sacred to Europeans.” 

Another Elder states succinctly that “These 
places are an affirmation of our spirituality 
before the white man came....” 

Mr. Mohs concludes that the site “is of consid¬ 
erable cultural and spiritual significance and 
has great potential as a heritage park. It is 
unique in what it has to offer the people of 
British Columbia, Canada and the World in 
terms of Native culture, history, spirituality and 
archaeology.” 

The Friends of the Hatzic Rock Society has 
received letters of support from the director of 
the Museum of Anthropology at the University 
of British Columbia, and a curator—who is also 
an archeologist — of the museum 

For further information, the Friends of the 
Hatzic Rock Society can be contacted by writing 
to Linnae Battel, Chair, at 33309 Heather 
Avenue, Mission, B.C., V2V 4W5. The phone 
number is (604) 826-2054, and the fax number is 
(604) 820-0634. 


SASKATOON USED 
TRUCK PARTS CENTRE ltd. 
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(No Charge Dial) 

1 - 800 - 667-3023 
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Driver Education Ltd. 

Specializing in Transport Training 

Driver 

Education Ltd. 


COMPREHENSIVE INSTRUCTION 
FOR CLASS 1 & 3 LICENCES 
ALBERTA GOVT. AIR BRAKE COURSES 
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE 
DANGEROUS GOODS COURSE 
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Bilingual/Bicultural Education 


... from Vision to Reality 

by Brenda Firman 

Language and culture are intimately related. 
While it is true that aspects of a nation’s culture 
can be passed on without using that Nation’s 
language; it is also true that, when using a 
particular language, it is impossible NOT to 
pass on aspects of the related 
culture. At all times, however 
inadvertently, use of the Eng¬ 
lish language automatically 
includes the transmission of 
aspects of the “white” culture. 

For this reason, there is a re¬ 
cent resurgence of interest in 
the use of Native languages for 
schooling. 

The 1970’s was a time of hope 
in Native Education. It was the 
time of Indian Control of In¬ 
dian Education. Indian Affairs 
produced documents stating 
that Native speaking students 
should have the opportunity to 
receive their education in their 
own language. It was even 
suggested that Native people 
had a RIGHT to such an educa¬ 
tion. 

This is not such a strange 
idea. All around the world, nations of children go 
to schools in which all the instruction is in their 
own language (the language they have spoken 
since birth). Of course, students in higher grades 
begin to learn other languages. But their in¬ 
struction in all other subject areas is in their 
'mother tongue”. For example, when Japanese 
students go to school, they spend their entire day 
speaking and learning in Japanese. They learn 
to read and write in Japanese. Instruction in 
Science, Social Studies, Mathematics, Art, etc. is 
given using the Japanese language. In higher 
grades, the students begin learning other lan¬ 
guages — for example, Chinese as a second 
language, English as a second language. But the 
students still spend the majority of their time 
speaking and learning in Japanese. Of course, 
they are also able to attend universities and 
other institutes of higher learning which use 
Japanese as the language of instruction. But 
many Japanese students choose to come to 
North American universities in which only 
English is spoken— and do very well academi- 

Perhaps it is the quality of the education 


system and the dedication of the students that 
allows for this success in English speaking 
higher education. Perhaps it is NOT necessary 
to deny one’s own language or give it only token 
recognition, as the assimilative English educa¬ 
tion system has led many Native parents to be- 

We don’t have to look across the ocean to see 
the principle of a right to an education in your 
mother tongue observed. 
The Province of Quebec 
has been recognized as 
having a separate and 
distinct society. Almost 
all the schools in Quebec 
are French speaking. 
Across Canada, schools 
in which French speak¬ 
ing students are taught 
entirely in their mother 
tongue are established 
whenever there is suffi¬ 
cient population in an 


So it is that the 
descendents of the two 
invading nations have a 
right to a formal educa¬ 
tion in their mother 
tongue. But the des¬ 
cendents of the Native 
inhabitants of Canada 
own language and learn 
ench in order to receive 
1 which e\ 



TOP NOTCH CARDS 
& COLLECTIBLES 


Sports & 

Non-Sports Cards 


Monday - Friday 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Midnight 
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Midnight 
Sunday: 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


must give up their 
either English or F 

formal education—e __ 

student in the school speaks a Native language 
as his or her mother tongue! 

In 1976, Native people, as part of “Indian 
Control of Indian Education”, were expressing a 
belief in their language and cultural rights. The 
Ojibway-Cree Cultural Centre produced trans¬ 
lated documents by Verna Kirkness. One stated: 

Language is the principal means by 
which culture is accumulated, shared, 
and transmitted from generation to 
generation. 

An expressed desired objective of curriculum 

To provide the Native lan¬ 
guage-speaking child with the oppor¬ 
tunity to use his own language as a 
medium of learning, particularly in his 
early school years and to introduce 
him to the English language through 
the approach of being taught “English 
as a Second Language”. 

Continued on Page 40 
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• Wage & Salary Administration • Business Plans 
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Set a leafcky examfift 



SPECIALISTS IN: 


■GEAR BOX REPAIRS 
■ THERMOSPRAY 
BUILD-UP 

• SHOP MILLWRIGHTING 
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ARC CUTTING 

• PLATE SHEARING & 
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• HARD SURFACING 


(403) 791-1445 

Fax 791-6572 
175 MacDonald Crescent, 
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 4B3 


ATTENTION HUNTERS! 

Professional 
Wild Game 
Processing and 
Sausage Making. 
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Selection of Fresh & 
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Cross Cultural Education Conference Upcoming 


by Nick Michaels 

Lethbridge Community College is sponsoring 
a conference on Native Adult Education from 
November 6-8 which wll explore “Inroads into 
Cross Cultural Education.” The purpose of the 
conference is to provide an opportunity for 
educators, students and administrators to inter¬ 
fields of expertise. 

The conference will also provide a forum for 
participants to strengthen communication net¬ 
works and enhance cross-cultural awareness 
and development. Student participants will be 
given exposure to a variety of career options and 
employment opportunities. 

On Wednesday November 6 at 7:00 p.m. the 
guest speaker will be Educator Bill Mussel who 
manages the Sal’i’shan Institute in Chilliwack, 
B.C. 

The next day main speakers include Hugh 
Dempsey and Val Goodrider-McFarlane. The 
keynote speaker is newspaper columnist Richard 
Wagamese. Concurrent workshops scheduled 
for the morning are: 

A. Native Students in a Cross Cultural Set¬ 
ting. 

B. A World View of Cross Cultural Education, 
and 

C. Cross Cultural Education from an Elder’s 
Perspective. 


Thursday’s afternoon concurrent workshops 

A. Teacher Panel: Teaching Techniques in a 
Cross Cultural Setting; 

B. Curriculum Sharing Session: Blackfeet 
Community College, Browning, Manitoba; and 

C. Humour: An Essential Component of Adult 
Education. 

On Friday, November 8, the plenary session 
will focus on A Futuristic View of Cross-Cultural 
Education to be followed by the summation of 
conference and the development of recommen¬ 
dations. 

There is also nightly entertainment sched¬ 
uled. 

Registration fee for the conference is $180.00 
per person with a discount for students ($80.00 
per student.) 

Registration forms (available below) can be 
sent to: Everett Soop, Conference Co-ordinator, 
Lethbridge Community College, 3000 College 
Drive South, Lethbridge, Alberta T1K 1L6. 
Phone (403) 320-3499 or Fax (403) 320-1461. 

Lethbridge Community College is the oldest 
public community college in Canada and has 
been a leader in Native education for 15 years. 
They currently run satellite campuses on the 
Peigan and Blood Reserves serving over 400 
students each year. 
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In spite of all the written and verbal support, 
fifteen years later, many more Native communi¬ 
ties have lost their traditional language. The 
reality of schooling for those students who still 
have their language is that they are introduced 
not just to English, but to their entire formal 
education through the approach of English as 
a Second Language. In other words, the child can 
only succeed in learning (at least as far as the 
schools are concerned) as fast as he or she 
masters the English language. In most schools, 


a child is considered “intelligent” if he/she 
speaks English well. The child who has not 
mastered English is often suspected as having 
“learning disabilities” and becomes a candidate 
for Special Education — regardless of how 
literate he/she is and of how much knowledge 
her/she can express in his/her own language. 
Implications of 
Current Language Theory 
While Northern isolated schools continued in 


their attempts to improve student success rates 
by developing better techniques of teaching 
English to the students, language theory else¬ 
where took a different direction. 

Today, it is accepted by language specialists 
that the most important factor for success in a 
second language is a full degree of competency in 
the mother tongue. Children who virtually stop 


Continued Opposite 
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AVC Slave Lake 

The new Slave Lake campus of the Alberta 
Vocational College Lesser Slave Lake has offi¬ 
cially opened. 

The approximately $15.4 million project was 
designed by W. Brian Edwards Architect Ltd. of 
Edmonton, and the two-storey brick building 
was constructed by general contractor Omsac 
Developments, A Division of Bird Construction 
Company of Edmonton. 

The approximately 8,600 square metre build¬ 
ing includes classrooms, graphic and audio/ 
visual studios, a printing room, two automotive 
service bays, a learning resources centre, a 
gymnasium and administrative and office space 
as well as a kitchen, cafeteria and day care 
facilities. 

I Adjacent to the Slave Lake Campus in the 
Northern Lights Aquatic Centre which was 
opened in May 1991. The facility, which in- 
| eludes a five-lane, 25-meter pool as well as 
handicapped accessible whirlpool and wading 
pool, was cost-shared, fifty-fifty, between the 
Town of Slave Lake and the Alberta Advanced 
Education Endowment Fund. It will be oper¬ 
ated and maintained as part of the AVC 
complex and is for use by the entire community. 



Campus Officially Opened 


Alberta Vocational Centre Lesser Slave Lake Slave Lake Campus w. Bri» n Edwards Architect Ltd. 

Pearl Calahasen, MLA for Lesser Slave Lake with terrific resources and facilities. The new 
said that she was “very proud to be a part of this Slave Lake Campus of AVC Lesser Slave Lake 
important chapter in the history of the Town of will serve the needs of the people of Slave Lake 
Slave Lake. This is a wonderful new building, and area for many years to come.” 
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developing their first language upon entering 
school at five years of age are found to be 
developmentally deficient in both their first and 
second languages. In addition, reading and writ¬ 
ing theorists have always condoned the develop¬ 
ment of a strong spoken language prior to 
learning to read and write. Yet, in communities 
where the Native language is still strong, stu¬ 
dents are expected to learn to read and write a 
language which they can barely speak. 

T.E.S.L. Canada (the national association for 
Teaching English as a Second Language) recog¬ 
nized the implications of these theories. The 
mandate of this group is to improve the teaching 
(hnd therefore the student success rate) of 


English for students whose mother tongue is 
some other language. The group realized that, 
for students whose mother tongue is a Native 
language, it was necessary to improve their level 
of competence in their own Native language in 
order to improve their English. Accordingly, 
they organized a special interest group whose 
purpose was to promote the increased use of the 
Native languages in schools. 

At the very minimum, regardless of argu¬ 
ments about culture, these theories imply that 
Native-speaking students should first learn to 
read and write in their own language. The 
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WHEN DO YOU HAVE TO SUE? 
WHAT IS YOUR CLAIM WORTH? 

MAXIMIZE YOUR CLAIM 
EXPERIENCED LAWYERS 

FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION CALL 
DOREEN SULYMA DEBORAH STEWART 
ROBERT SULYMA 


422-6242 


2750 MANULIFE PLACE 
10180 - 101 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 

A FULL SERVICE LAW OFFICE WITH 
8 LAWYERS AND UP TO 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
TO MEET ALL YOUR LEGAL NEEDS 
AN ASSOCIATION OF TWO PARTNERSHIPS j 
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MERCREDI Continued from Page 1 


Mercredi described the parallel constitutional 
task force the AFN is developing, which will 
work “in tandem with the federal government.” 
Native representatives will go to 60 locations 
across Canada to hear submissions from Natives, 
treaty and non-treaty, and will also hear briefs 
from non-Aboriginal groups such as labour 
organizations, church groups and human rights 
organizations. Mercredi also added that the 
Premiers will be invited to submit briefs to the 
Native task force as well. 

“We’re going way beyond what the Canadian 
government is prepared to do,” declared Mercredi. 
“We’re organizing four constituent assemblies, 
Native women, another... for elders, Native 
youth and urban Natives. In each case what 
we’re trying to do is ensure that all our people, no 
matter where they live, have an opportunity to 
make submissions to the task force on their 
views on their future in this country, and how 
they would like their rights, both collective and 
individual, reflected in the supreme law of 
Canada.” 

Mercredi describes the AFN as “very 
preoccupied” with the task force for the near 
future. 

Responding to a question that Tom Siddon had 
stated changes can be made to the proposal, 
Mercredi was doubtful. 

“What they say and what they do are different. 
When you see their reaction, you don’t see a 
flexible position,” said Mercredi, who noted the 
Prime Minister’s rejection of inherent rights for 
Natives. 

'The fact they don’t recognize them (Native 
rights) doesn’t mean they don’t exist.” 

A strategy meeting of AFN chiefs in November 
will “flush out” the government’s true nature, 
said Mercredi and whether or not they are 
willing to be flexible. 

One option that could be looked at is greater 
involvement with international movements and 
the growing struggle of indigenous people around 
the world for their rights to be recognized. 

“If we can’t find the recognition within Canada 
we’re not stuck with their legislation,” says 
Mercredi. “We don’t have to accept their 
perception of us, the international movement is 
evolving.” 

On a question of the Mic Mac nation setting up 
their own constitution, Mercredi touched on the 
structure of the Assembly. 

“The AFN is an organization that respects the 
rights of people to represent themselves. It 
encourages chiefs to define their own rights.” 

The task force is part of the effort at “trying to 
find arrangements within a nation state,” and a 
“balance of relationship” with the country on a 
“nation to nation basis and a way of living 
together for the next 500 years... We have to find 
within Canada the capacity for people to carry 
on with their lives.” 

The current government proposal will not do 
this, says Mercredi, since it entrenches power 
with the governments. “Their status quo will 
prevail.” Mercredi adds that a careful analysis of 



the document reveals nothing but the careful 
maintenance of the powers of the government. 

One of the manipulations that Ottawa uses is 
that of “timeframes” says Mercredi, and the 
AFN will not recognize such things. 

“Self-government is what we make it when we 
want to. ” Deadlines are examples of the dominant 
authority trying to control us.” Self-government 
will be “consistent with our past and culture... 
with a definition of our needs of a modem 
society, not just limited to what we are but to act 
on what we are for the future. Self-government 
is the ability of our people to evolve.” 

Mercredi also called for greater awareness for 
Natives to know their rights and to exercise 
them. “You have to practice your rights and 
defend them or you will lose them.” The 
suppression of Native knowledge, accomplished 
through residential and public schools, must be 
overthrown so “our people can take control of 
their lives.” Therefore, Natives don’t fully 
comprehend their rights or comprehend the 
nature of the resistance of their rights by the 
Canadian state.” 

Differences between the AFN and such groups 
as the Metis National Council Mercredi described 
as “different courses in the approach.” He said 
that the Metis are prepared to use the Federal 
proposals as a starting point and build on it.” 
The AFN rejects the proposals outright, and 
Mercredi notes that the government then 
portrays the AFN as unreasonable and uses 
certain groups as a “wedge on inherent rights.” 
Each Native group, says Mercredi, “has distinct 
prerogatives,” and each of the four task forces 
will focus on the main concern of the people it 
represents. 

Excerpts from, the Constitutional Reform 
Agenda appear on Page 31 
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The Future is with good 
health. Please don't abuse 
drugs and alcohol 

Associated 
Mortgage Fond Inc. 


Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

1st&2nd Mortgages 
Equity Financing 

Serving Albertans for over 10 years 


1010 Canada Trust Tower 
10104 -103rd Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0H8 
Tel. 421-8844 Fax:423-3089 


Dan t Drinb aid Drive - Take a Bus! 



Our New Addition 


• Colour T.V. • V.C.R. • Stereo 

• PA System • Air Conditioner • Phone 

• Washrooms • Recliner Seats 

SPRUCE GROVE 
RUS LINES 

( 403 ) 962-3700 
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UNI CUUMS UPDATE 


Gwich'in Natives Approve Land Claim 

The Gwich’in Natives of the Northwest Territories have approved a land claim deal with the 
federal government. The deal would give the Gwich’in title to 24,000 square kilometres of land 
in the Northwest Territories and the Yukon, and a $75 million compensation package that will 
be paid out over 15 years. An extra $1 million will be made available with which to purchase 
municipal land in the Northwest Territories. 

As well, the deal gives the approximately 2,000 Gwich’in exclusive hunting and trapping 
rights to the remainder of an area covering 60,000 square kilometres. The Gwich’in will also 
have subsurface rights to over 6,000 square kilometres within the area covered by the settle¬ 
ment, and will contribute half of the membership of a series of land use and environmental 

The deal received about 94 percent support in a ratification vote held last month in the 
Gwich’in coummunities of Aklavik, Inuvik, Fort McPherson, and Arctic Red River. 

The Canadian Press reports that in return, the Gwich’in agreed to “cede, release and 
surrender... all their Aboriginal claims, rights, titles and interests, if any, in and to lands and 
waters anywhere in Canada.” 

Woodland Cree Sign Agreement 

The Woodland Cree Band has recently reached a settlement on the band’s land entitlement 
claim under Treaty No. 8. 

Under the terms of the final settlement agreements, the approximately 650-member band 
will receive the following benefits: 

• Over 142 square kilometres (14,245 hectares) of Indian Reserve, including mines and 
minerals, in the vicinity of Cadotte Lake and Marten Lake; 

• $19.5 million in cash for the purpose of socio-economic development; 

• In addition, the federal government will provide $35.2 million over the next five years for 
capital construction on the new reserves. 

• The Alberta government will also be providing a special training and employment program 
at a cost of approximately $3 million. 

Chief John Cardinal commented: “... we have secured both a land base and the resources to 
build a better economic future for our members and their descendants.” 


Historic Cost-Sharing Agreement 

The governments of Canada and Saskatchewan have reached an historic agreement to settle 
outstanding land claims of Saskatchewan’s First Nations. The agreement, which sees the 
governments of Canada and Saskatchewan sharing the costs of outstanding Treaty Land 
Entitlements in the province, will serve as the basis of an offer to entitlement bands. Under 
the cost-sharing formula, $431 million will be provided over 15 years to 27 entitlement bands 
to purchase land. An additional $50 million is being made available for tax compensation to 
rural municipalities and school divisions. Bands will receive funds in equal annual 
instalments once they have signed an agreement to proceed with land selection and purchase. 

The federal government will initially provide 70 percent with the province providing the 
remaining 30 percent. The province will then repay 19 percent of the total agreement cost over 
the 15 years. This portion of the province’s share will be paid out of the savings the province 
accrues as a result of the impact of treaty land entitlement on northern communities. 

Last January the province, federal government and the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian 
Nations (FSIN) began negotiations to develop a tripartite umbrella agreement under which 
the bands will proceed with land selection and transfer to reserve status. Tripartite 
negotiations must still be completed to finalize all of the details of the umbrella agreement, 
which includes such matters as trust accounts, water rights and road allowances before land 
purchase funds will be available. Tentative agreement has already been reached on most of 

Once ratified, the agreement will apply to the 27 validated land entitlements in the province. 

These entitlements are the result of bands having been granted land under treaty, but never 
having actually received the full amount they were legally entitled to. Under the principles of 
the cost sharing, funds will be provided to individual bands on the basis of a per acre amount 
for the number of acres owing to that individual band. Bands will have the option of selecting 
Crown lands and using funds to address third party interests or to purchase land directly from 
private owners. 


Live for a Healthy Tomorrow: 

Fight Drug and Alcohol Abuse 

YOUNG 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

"IF YOU DON'T KNOW 
YOUR INSURANCE — KNOW 
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For All Types of Insurance 

✓ Commercial ✓ Travel Ins. 
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361 Stafford Drive North 
Lethbridge, Alberta T1H 2A7 

Phone (403) 328-5929 


Saluting everyone’s 
efforts in the fight against 
drugs and alcohol 
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IKING LOG BUILDERS 
(1985) LTD. 


Handcrafted Throughout, 

Using The Norwegian Techniques 
That Assure Lasting Strength, 
Beauty & Durability 

Box 993, Lacombe, Alberta 


(403) 782-5035 



Corner Birch & Cave Ave. 

(across the Bow River Bridge) 

Banff, Alberta (403) 762-2456 
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Sales, Parts & Service 


PEACE RIVER, AB 
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RURAL HEALTH CENTRES ATTRACT NEW GRADS 


by Dale Stelter 


Let's worfitogtthcT to fight addictions 

WETASKIWIN ELECTRIC 
(1985) Ltd. 

Integrity, Commitment, 
with over 40 years of Customer Satisfaction 
in sales of Brand Name Appliances and TVs 

l^l +hrtpjcrini: 

(3 Admiral 

◦ Toshiba 

352-2336 

4909 - 49th Street, Wetaskiwin, Alberta 


Eden's Funeral 


(Est. [1958] By Frank W. Eden) 
Offices: 

Pincher Creek, Alta., P. O. Box 924 TOK 1 WO 
Phone: (403) 627-3131 
Dennis Novak 

Fort Macleod, Alta., P. O. Box 755 TOL 0Z0 
Phone: (403) 553-3772 
John Vander Sluys 


PREGNANCY “w" 

PROBLEM 2ESL*. 

center 

• CONFIDENTIAL 

• FREE WALK-IN PREGNANCY TESTS 
■ ABORTION INFORMATION 

• TEENS WELCOME 

• FAMILY PLANNING 

• FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 
(No Charge Dial) 1 -800-661 -3844 


594-1250 


★ Variety boxed MEAT PACKS - READY TO 60 

★ Large assortment of freezer packs 

★ Bring in your \MIID 6AME to be butchered 
I and packaged 

Canada 6tade A beef — cut and wrapped 
\ to your specifications. 

* fork — cut and wrapped 
to your specifications 

★ Fresh chickens 

* Fantastic variety of deli meats 

★ Take advantage of our special weekly savings 


I RON’S MEAT SUPPLY-/ 

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am. - 6 p.m.; Saturday 8 am. - Noon 

5515A-47 Avenue, Wetaskiwin, AB 

Phone (403) 352-5715 



On October 2nd and 3rd, the Rural Health 
Care Association of Alberta (RCHAA) held its 
annual recruitment job fair, entitled The Care 
Connection—1991. The objective of the event 
was to provide job-ready health care profession¬ 
als with an opportunity to meet with prospective 
employers and community representatives from 
more than 40 rural communities in Alberta. 

The job fair was held at the Holiday Inn 
Crowne Plaza (formerly the Chateau Lacombe), 
and was staged with assistance from the North¬ 
ern Development Agreement. 

By visiting the displays set up by the rural 
communities, the health care professionals were 
able to gather information about those commu¬ 
nities, learn about what each employer had to 
offer, and to therefore explore their employment 
options. 

Choosing to work in a rural community, of 
course, is more than just a choice of a job—it’s 
also a choice of a distinct lifestyle. On the other 
hand, the communities are not just recruiting 
health care professionals, but are also gaining 
new community members. 

This was the second year that the RCHAA’s job 
recruitment fair included the working profes- 
mal. In previous years, the event was staged 



•e pro- The job recruitment fair was originally imw- 
vents ated by the Northern Alberta Development 


for post-secondary students in health cs 

faouhcil in 1983, and was designed to sSSjess the 
on October 2nd, and the one for working profes- shortage of mediczd doctors that had been expe- 
sionals took place the following day. ™dm ‘henorther^oftheprovince The 

Employers at job recruitment fairs typically RCHAA took over the event in 1988 and, at the 
include hospitals, health units, and community 
and governmental agencies. Health care profes¬ 
sionals in attendance include physicians, nurses, 
dentists, pharmacists, psychologists, physical 
and occupational therapists, and dieticians. 


expanded the scope to include working profes¬ 
sionals. 

The job recruitment fairs are conducted on a 
drop-in basis, and admission is free. 


/ | 


GOVERNOR GENERAL'S AWARD DENIED YOUNG HERO 
"Omission a National Disgrace" 

An Inuit teenager, credited with saving the life of pilot Marten Hartwell, has still not been 
properly honoured nearly two decades after the 1972 wilderness tragedy. Fourteen-year-old 
David Kootook lived for 23 days before starving to death. His expectant aunt, Neemee 
Nulliayok, 25, and British nurse Judy Hill, 27 were killed when the Beechcraft 18 plunged 
through a band of darkness and slammed into a hillside. The pilot survived for more than a 
month. He later admitted to cannibalism. 

The saga, chronicled by author Peter Tadman in a book entitled The Survivor, documents 
evidence that proves the young Inuit was a true Canadian hero. 

Pilot Marten Hartwell, who suffered broken ankles and was seriously injured was unable 
to walk. The Spence Bay, Northwest Territories youth—away from home for the first time and 
suffering severe stomach pains—served as the pilot’s legs. He made the shelter, collected fuel 
to burn, started the fires, gathered food and in fact was even prepared to walk to Yellowknife 
for help—a distance of250 miles, in sub-zero conditions. When Davidie (David) died, the pilot 
resorted to the consumption of human flesh, an act refused by the teenager. 

An R.C.M.P. officer called the boy a hero and an inquest jury stated, "...the jury is 
unanimous and feels strongly that recognition should be given David Kootook in saving the 
life of pilot Marten Hartwell and commends his bravery during his ordeal...” 

The man who nominated the youngster for Canada’s highest bravery award terms the lack 
of recognition, “a national disgrace.” He wants the case reviewed by Governor General Ray 
Hnatyshiyn. 


Supporting and Encouraging 
Drug & Alcohol Programs Across the Province 

CITY GLASS 

CITY GLASS AND SUPPLY LTD. 


Largest Selection Standard & Custom Sizes 

SHOWER and TUB DOORS 
MIRROR CLOSET DOORS 

FAST SHIPMENT 
FAX -(403) 477-5417 

9100 Yellowhead Trail, Edmonton, Alberta 

WINDOW and SCREEN REPAIRS 

(403)477-3521 



SAGKEENG 
ALCOHOL REHAB 
CENTRE INC. 

P.O. Box 508 
Pine Falls, Manitoba 
ROE 1 MO 

Tel: (204)367-8675 
Fax: (204)367-2831 
PERRY FONTAINE, Director 

Referrals are made by phone, 

Monday through Friday. To make an 
appointment, call us at (204) 367-8917 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

There is no cost and confidentiality 
is strictly observed. 

"Let onty flood spirits fluide you ." 
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MEDIA CENTRE TO SERVE THE NORTH 


A state-of-the-art media centre has been support of a partially repayable contribution of 
slated to be established in Yellowknife. The $1,740,000 under the federal Aboriginal Busi- 
NWT Communications Centre, operated by ness Development Program. 

902800 NWT Limited, will be set up with the The NWT Communications Centre will fea¬ 
ture a large television production studio, as well 
as radio and cable television facili¬ 
ties. The $3.8 million operation will 
be established and equally owned by 
D.M. Communications, a company 
owned by the Native Communica¬ 
tions Society; Andron Limited, an 
Aboriginally controlled holding com¬ 
pany; Mackenzie Media, a Yellowknife 
cable company; andRaven Resources, 
a property management firm. 

The centre will provide the Native 
Communications Society with a per¬ 
manent television studio which it will 
use to serve the production needs of 
Television Northern Canada (TVNC), 
a 24-hour northern television net¬ 
work developed by the Society with 
the help of federal funding. The stu¬ 
dio will employ over 15 people. 

In addition, the community of Yel¬ 
lowknife will benefit from the facili¬ 
ties by using the media centre to 
stage major events, linking all com¬ 
munities in the NWT, via satellite. 
The Government of the Northwest 
Territories is also expected to be a 
potential client for the services. 

“We are optimistic that national 
television networks will be using the 
facility because of the satellite hook 
up,” said Ron Williams, President of 
902800 NWT Limited, and President 
of Andron Limited, one of the share¬ 
holders of the media centre. “This 
could have a significant impact on the 
way northern residents view the rest 
of the country and vice versa.” 



STONEY STORIES SHOWN ON TV 

Stoney Stories, an explanation ofNative Culture, is being shown each Thursday onCalgary Cable 
Channel 10 at 10 p.m. and will be replayed on the following day at 4:30 p.m. 

Sponsored by Nakoda Lodge, the 26-week series is hosted and produced by Nora Schmidt. 

Subjects for discussion on the half hour show include: culture, education, employment, economic 
development, family violence, land claims, treaty definition and other current issues of interest, 
such as the 1992 Ecumanical Conference planned for July. 

Interviewees include Goodstoney Chief John Snow, Chiniki Chief Ken Soldier, Bearspaw Chief 
John Ear, Councillor Tina Fox; Ken Tully, Economic Development; Farley Wuth, curator, Nakoda 
Institute, and others. 


VLotmhxxI Fcru/vuli 


Manufacturers and distributors 
of municipal water and 
sewerage products: 

PVC pipe, fire hydrants, fittings 
and valves, accessories 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-232-7205 
Bus. (403) 955-8844 
Fax (403) 955-7600 


Break, the cycle: Stop substance abuse 

COBRA 
*8®§i AUTO 
REPAIR 

10567 -106 ST. 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H 2X5 

• GENERAL REPAIRS 

• FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 

ffjEHi • PROPANE CONVERSION 
& REPAIR 



605 -18 Avenue, Nisku, Alberta 


phone 425-9191 • 425-9193 


Superior 

Bingo 

Supplies Ltd. 



(204) 254-8611 


JOHN RUMPLE 
MARION RUMPLE 

SALES CONSULTANT 


CONTROL FLOW 
Hydraulics Ltd. 



& Construction Equipment 


• Industrial Hard Chroming 

• Full Machine Shop Services 

• Pumps - Motors - Valves 

Rebuilt Exchange 
SUNSTRAND & VICKERS 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

'The Hydraulic Alternative 
in the West End' 

484-2324 

Fax: 484-0128 
NEW ADDRESS 
11031 -166A Street 
Edmonton, AB 


for four future De Aware of the 
'Dangers of ‘Drugs and Alcohol, from 



Bonnyville Indian-Metis 
Rehabilitation Centre 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Treatment Centre 
CANADA-WIDE 

P.O. Box 8148 

Bonnyville, Alberta T9N 2J4 

Phone: (403) 826-3328 

Fax: (403)826-4166 


Our Continued Encouragement In The 
Fight Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse 

Kingsway 
Lexus Toyota 

PRE-OWNED DIVISION 

©LBO-IS 

QUALITY USED CARS 

— (403) 455-4020 — 

12120 - 118 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta 
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The Greenland Mummies 

Edited by Jens Pederhart Hansen, 

Jorgen Meldgaard, Jorgen Nordqvist. 

Published by McGill-Queens University Press. 192 pp. $39.95 

Review by James Martin 

Although it has not received as much attention as the book Frozen in 
Time which detailed the finds of three preserved seamen from 
Franklin’s ill-fated northwest passage expedition, The Greenland 

Mummies is perhaps an even more intriguing glimpse of the past 

The three editors, a Chief Pathologist, a Curator in the Department of 
Ethnography at the National Museum of Denmark and a Director of the 
Department of Conservation also at the National Museum of Denmark, 
assembled a team of medical specialists, archaeologists and historians 
to study the remarkable find first discovered by two hunters on 
Greenland’s west coast in 1972. 

Placed in a mass grave were the bodies of six women and two children, 
buried in a traditional ceremony with warm clothes and goods to last 
them during their journey to the Land of the Dead. Remarkably the 
grave located 450 km above the Arctic Circle with the frozen ground and 
dry air preserved the bodies and the clothes, offering a fascinating look 
at the' Inuit culture from the 1470’s, the date arrived at through 
carbon-14 dating and 20 years before Christopher Columbus discov¬ 
ered” America. . , 

The book gives the reader a look at scientific detective work as the 
scientists use the latest in high-tech equipment to build up an analysis 
into the deaths, the condition of the people, and, through their clothing 
and the artifacts interred with them, the culture of the Inuit at the time 
and their relationship with the Norse settlements that dotted the coasts 
of Greenland in the Medieval time period. 


Supporting and ■Encouraging all Aspects of Drug and Alcohol Awareness 

ALBERTA PpR 


NUTRITION 

Pork is a nutrient dense food that 
offers a good proportion of many 
essential nutrients at a relatively 
low contribution of calories. 

VARIETY 

Everything from roasts to chops, 

meat comes in such variety. 

ECONOMY 

The variety means there's a cut 
or processed pork product to 
every budget. 



c-|i _ 

10319 Princess Elizabeth Avenue, Edmonton 


BASSETT 

PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS 

Our Best Wishes and Encouragement 
To Everyone Involved in 
The Drug and Alcohol Prevention Programs 

BULK PETROLEUMS 

Serving: 

HAY RIVER • FORT RESOLUTION • FORT SMITH 
ENTERPRISE • FORT PROVIDENCE • FORT SIMPSON 



HEATING OIL 


Aviation Products - Diesel - Gas - Oil and Grease 

874-2562 

MacKenzie Highway and 106 Street, Vale Island 
P.O. Box 130 HAY RIVER, N.W.T. XOE 0R0 


The remains pose a scientific mystery story of why the 
buried in a common grave, which is unusual for the Inuit or the Ihuie 
culture. Blended with this scientific query as a sincere respect of the 

remains that is exhibited by the investigators. Q 

Through a long ago tragedy a fascinating glimpse of an ancient 
Aboriginal culture is seen, with chapters on the troubled relationship be 
tween whites and the Inuit, the customs and traditions of the Thule 
culture, their habit of tattooing (revealed through special infra red 
photography), their clothing and living conditions. 

And once again, the dead can speak to the living and tell their story- 
or part of it. On the controversy of how the women and children mettheir 
fate a Native is quoted as disagreeing with the theory that all drowned. 

“ ’ there are no traces of the women’s boat and no skins or wood in the 
grave The custom of our forefathers was to cover the drowned with the 
skin of the boat, because boats, kayaks, and tools linked to death could not 
be used again. Our ancestors believed that if you used the implements of 
tho Hear) von too would meet misfortune.” 


First Nations' Role 

Continued from Page 31 


A constitutional process 
n Aboriginal matters 



on Aboriginal matters 

Since it will not be possible to deal with all the issues on the Aboriginal 
agenda within the time allowed for this process, the Government of Can¬ 
ada believes it would be appropriate to entrench in the Constitution the 
requirement for a constitutional process to deal with outstanding 
Aboriginal issues within an appropriate time. Ministers and Aboriginal 
leaders should also use this forum to monitor the progress made in the 
negotiation of self- government agreements. 

Representation of Aboriginal peoples in the Senate 

Some countries have taken special measures to guarantee that their 
Aboriginal peoples are represented in their legislative houses. Aboriginal 
peoples in Canada have been chronically under-represented in our 
political institutions at the federal level. This situation is unacceptable, 
and must be redressed. The Government of Canada, therefore, proposes 
that Ahnrieinal reDresentation should be guaranteed in a reformed Senate. 



We Can Get You Where 
You Meed To Be! 

Our industrial type utility vehicles can transport both crew and 
equipment to some of the most inaccessible locations imaginable. And, 
they do it safely and comfortably. 

The 1500 is our newest model in a long line of work vehicles that 
we have manufactured and delivered throughout the world for more than 
25 years. 

Contact us directly or one of our sales representatives today tor a 
free color brochure and detailed information about this remarkable line 
of vehicles. 


LMC Vehicle 
Distributors, 
LTD. 

P. O. Box 969 
Canmore, Alberta 
T0L 0M0 
(403) 678-6580 
Fax: (403) 678-4665 


Logan 

Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

P. O. Box 407 
Logan, Utah 84321 
801-753-0220 
Fax: 801-753-0222 
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Henderson Campbell Barristers and Solicitors 

MARVIN W. HENDERSON WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL FELIX P. HOEHN DARYL J. SCHATZ 
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING NATIVE LAW 

* Real Estate & Mortgages * * Family Law & Divorce * WjJIsEJ Estates 

(306) 652-1234 Fax (306) 244-6640 Free Initial Consultation 

#202 -135 - 21 st Street East, SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN 


THE MUSKOKA-PARRY SOUND NATIVE MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM 


V Ministry of Health funded program sponsored by Muskoka-Parry Sound 
Community Mental Health Service intended to develop mental health service; 


A. PROGRAM CO-ORDINATOR 


• Administrative skills; 

• A valid driver's license and reliable means c 
you are invited to submit your resume by: 

Wednesday, October 2 


, 1991, tc 


The Hiring Committee, Native Mental Health Program 
Muskoka-Parry Sound Community Mental Health Service 
i -177 Manitoba Street, P. O. Box 1949, Bracebridge, Ontario P1L1S3 
Telephone: (705) 645-2262 Fax: (705) 645-7473 

’his is a well remunerated two year contract position (renewable) with 
considerable potential for advancement for the right individual. 



Illli Alberta-Pacific Forest 

Industries Inc. 

Construction of the $1.6 billion pulp and paper facility in the 
Athabasca • Lac La Biche region of Alberta is well underway. The first 
phase of the project, a 1,500 tonne per day kraft mill, has been 
designed to incorporate the world's best proven technologies 
including the elimination of molecular chlorine gas. These processes 
are designed to enhance productivity and achieve the best environ- 


To operate and manage this world class facility, the Company will 
utilize a unique management system bar' < 'Hjyn 

and the concept of self regulating teams 


ability to work ini 
MANAGER INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

Working through an inter-departmental steering committee and 
reporting to the Edmonton-based Vice-President Administration, the 
Manager, Information Systems will guide and monitor the creation of 
- - - - -.----“-.Tor a world class pulp company. 


in integrated management pro 




SPECIALIST 

Reporting to the Engineering and 
Mechanical Specialist organizes, p . , 

internal technical consulting expertise to a varied group of sixty 
tradesmen. Additionally, the specialist will be responsible for overall 
scheduled maintenance, mechanical coordination, troubleshooting 
and mechanical repairs throughout the operation. Candidates should 
be tradesmen with a minimum of 5 years supervisory expenence in a 
kraft pulp environment. Knowledge of process control, millwide MIS 
and proven problem solving abilities are desirable. 

Alberta-Pacific offers an excellent compensation package complete 
with relocation provisions. 

A comfortable two-hour drive from Edmonton, the local communities 
offer a range of lifestyles, comprehensive commercial, educational, 
medical and dental facilities, a university and vocational college as well 


Mail or fax your application in confidence to: 
Human Resources Department 
Alberta-Pacific Forest Industries Inc. 
Post Office Box 1313 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2M8 
Fax. (403) 493-0859 


VnilD MIEUfQ YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
lUUn VlClIg OPEN HOUSES AND PUBLIC 


ARE NEEDED 
TO DEVELOP 
ALBERTA’S 
NEW WATER 
MANAGEMENT 
POLICIES AND 
LEGISLATION 


WORKSHOPS ON THE FUTURE 
MANAGEMENT OF ALBERTA’S 
WATER RESOURCES. 


Call toll free 1 - 800-661 *5586 for further 

information. Also, please call us if you plan to 
attend an Open House/Workshop. This will help 
us accommodate all who are interested. 


Or write: 

ALBERTA ENVIRONMENT 
Third Floor, Oxbridge Place 
9820-106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2J6 


SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE BY 
PARTICIPATING IN AN OPEN H0USEWRKSH0P 


Red Deer Lodge 
Lac La Biche-November 7 

Jubilee Hall 

Ft. McMurray-November 8 

McDonald Island Recreation Centre 


Quality Inn 

Lethbridge-November 20 

Sandman Inn 


Edmonton - November 29 8 30 
Radsson Hotel 
(formerly Sheraton Plaza) 

High Level-December 3 


Grande Prairie-December i 

Golden Inn 

High Prairie-December 5 


/dlberra 


Native Business 

LJireCtOr Development 


rms is an exciting opportunity for you to join in the growth of the 

Canadian Council For Native Business, Canada’s key non-profit, private sector 
partnership linking Native and Non-Native business. 


THE OBJECTIVES of the CCNB partnership include a< 


THE SUCCESSFUL candidate will have a degree in Business, Economics or the Social 
Sciences, or combination of education and experience. He/She will have a broad 
knowledge of the B.C. Native Community,have high energy and initia u - J 


rHE INDIVIDUAL will be hired by one of CCNB’s Corporate sponsors, and 
assigned to work full time with the CCNB for the period of initial development 
of the B.C. Chapter. Following this, the individual can move to further career 


B.C. Chapter of the CCNB. 


APPLY BY NOVEMBER 7th 

IN CONFIDENCE TO: RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 
B.C. Advisory Board 
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stiftfe, tomorrow 


HEART LAKE 
FIRST NATION No. 469 

Box 447, Lac La Biche, 

Alberta TOA 2C0 


October, 1 991 Alberta Native New s 

WE SITPPONT NATIONAL ADDICTIONS AWARENESS WEEK 


Stewart and Associates 

Trainers and Consultants 


644 Lakeshore Drive 
Unit No. 10 

_ _ North Bay, Ontario 

ii l ii |ljlilt P1A 3N6 

Tel: (705) 476-2577 
Fax: (705) 497-7839 
1-800-473-4536 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAINING 

180 hours — 6 weeks 

120 hours — heavy equipment 
maintenance program 

80 hours — 2 weeks tractor trailer 
or dump truck training program 

10 hours — 2 week school bus program 


Contact: Larry Stewart, Program Consultant 

Phone (705) 476-2577 Fax: (705) 497-7839 
Toll Free: 

1-800-473-4536 



Peguis Al-Care 
Treatment Centre 

Box 269, Hodgson, Manitoba ROC 1N0 

(204) 645-2666 


One-to-one Counselling 
Information about addictions 
Group Counselling 
Relaxation 
Indian Culture 
Spiritual Guidance 
Alcoholics Anonymous 



POSTAL SERVICE ‘A’, COLD LAKE, ALBERTA TOA 0V0 
PHONE (403) 639-3322 FAX (403) 639-2255 

In an effort to clarify the appropriate use of the Emergency Depart¬ 
ment for both new and seasoned members of our community, the Cold 
Lake Regional Hospital would like to outline the services available in 
this department. 

The Emergency Department provides care toany individual requiring 

immediate medical attention. 

After the physician’s offices are closed, individuals who feel medical 
attention is required immediately, should call the Emergency Department 
or come to the Hospital. 

It should be noted that a physician is not routinely present in the 
Emergency Department. He/she is called by the nurses as required. 

It is especially important for the community to be aware that quality 
care is available at all times for emergencies. 

Routine, long-standing or non-emergency cases will be better served 
by arranging an appointment with your physician in his/her office. 

Occasionally, your physician may order a procedure to be done on a 
ongoing basis in the Emergency Department, such as a wound dressing 
or inhalation therapy, etc. 

If you require medical attention during regular office hours, please 
contact your regular family physician. If you do not have a family 
physician, please call the hospital at 639-3322. 

































